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Pastor’s Ponderings  
October 2020 

 

What a time in which we continue to find ourselves!  Despite the challenges, limitations, and disappointments, 
we are all finding ourselves challenged to “press on” in one way or another.  Every step seems like an uphill 
climb as we face overwhelming changes, failures, and limitations.  However, as I mentioned on September 27 
in my message, there is still work to do in making disciples of Jesus Christ.  The ministries of our church just 
may look differently than the way we have always done them.  When we work together, we and others are 
better able to see glimpses of the Kingdom of God around us. 
One of the glimpses of God’s Kingdom is our church “pressing on.”  Various committees have been making 
adjusted plans for some of our yearly ministries.  The Care & Outreach committee is working to host a Trunk or 
Treat again this year – drive-in style.  They are asking us as a congregation to donate individual commercially 
wrapped candy, fruit snacks, and other treats so that they can be handed out from the front doors of the 
church.  A couple people from our church will hand out bags of treats and church information from our front 
doors on Saturday, October 31 from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.  This event is being held in conjunction with the City of 
Coldwater Trick or Treat.  Should City Trick or Treat be cancelled, we will cancel our Trunk or Treat as 
well.  Candy/fruit snacks/treats will then be used for future events.  Pressing on and being flexible are assets 
these days! 
The Worship Team is working on a couple of different plans for Christmas Eve services.  Plan A is to host several 
in-person services, with those services being live-streamed as well.  Plan B is to host solely online services.  We 
will go with Plan B should our community have a rise in COVID-19 cases around that time.  Whether we go with 
Plan A or Plan B, worship bags will be handed out the evening of Saturday, December 19, from the front doors 
of the church in conjunction with a drive-through event of music and lights.  Each bag will include an LED light 
for each person in the household, along with a craft/activity, goodies, and church info.  The idea is that no 
matter where you are worshipping on or around Christmas Eve, you will be able to lift up your light as a 
reminder to shine Christ’s light in the darkness.  Worship bags can also be delivered to people’s homes upon 
request. 
May we continue to listen to how God is calling us to “press on” in other ministries as a community in Christ 
serving all God’s children. 

In Christ Love, Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
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In-Person Worship  
In order to continue in person worship, we need volunteers to be temp takers and ushers.  Please contact 
Michele as soon as possible to get on the rotation. 
 

 
 
All Saints Sunday ~ November 1  
All Saints Sunday is a time when the church commemorates all saints, known and unknown. The eve of All 
Saints is known as All Hallows Eve, or Halloween.  This year we will observe All Saints Sunday on Sunday, 
November 1.  We will remember those who have passed away since last All Saints Sunday.  
In reflecting on this list of “Saints,” we will think about the lives they lived, how they influenced our lives with 
their love and goodness, and how they taught us the importance of living in relationship with God and others.  
 
Members 
Beverly Stewart 
Deanna Kehoe       
Gary Karney   
Mike Rehm 
Wayne Haupt 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Non-Members  
Aaron Taylor   
Brian Worden 
Deanna Weiler 
Greg Davis   
Gregg Robison 
Gregg Robison 
Harold Adamson 
Harry Marshall 
Hazel Jones   
Jade Saterelli  
Jeryn “Jerry” Fredrick Celia Jones 
John Converse 
Lynda Laatsch 
Lucile Omo  
Lydia Marley   
Marisue Taylor 
Pat Shea 
Steven Arntz   
Wallace Cox  

 
 
 
If there is someone you would like to add to this list, please contact Michele in the church office at 279-8402 or 
coldwaterum@gmail.com by Monday, October 26. 
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Nurse's Notes 
Can’t believe it but it is October already and it is Flu 
season. I know we have been talking about the 
pandemic with Covid-19 all summer, but it is now the 
regular flu season until April 2021.  How should we 
prepare? 
It is very important for all of us to get the flu shot this 
year. Prime time is now to the end of the month.  
Yes, we don’t have a Covid-19 vaccine yet, but we do 
have available the injectable flu vaccines and the live 
attenuated vaccines, or nasal spray for the regular 
seasonal flu.  The importance of flu vaccinations is to 
reduce flu illnesses, doctor’s visits, and help reduce 
the strain the healthcare systems responding to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
There are flu shots approved for children as young as 
6 months old and for adults 65 years and older. There 
are also flu shots approved for pregnant women and 
people with certain chronic conditions. The nasal 
spray vaccine is approved for non-pregnant women 
and individuals from 2 years through 49 years of age. 
However, people with certain medical conditions 
should not receive the nasal spray vaccine.  The CDC 
does not indorse one vaccine over another. The 
important recommendation is people from 6 months 
of age and older to get the flu vaccine every year. 
 Unfortunately, the seasonal flu and Covid-19 have 
similar signs and symptoms. They are fever, cough, 
shortness of breath, fatigue, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headache, and 
possibly vomiting and diarrhea. The Covid-19 
difference from the seasonal flu is the possible 
presence of the loss of taste and smell. 
With the seasonal flu people are contagious for 
about 1 day before they show symptoms. If a person 
has Covid-19 they may be contagious for a longer 
period of time. With Covid-19, typically a person 
develops symptoms 5 days after being infected or it 
can be as soon as 2 days or as late as 14 days. Wow! 
The seasonal flu and Covid-19 are both spread 
through person to person contact and with droplets 
in the air when a person coughs, sneezes, or talks. 
Bottom line: GET YOUR FLU VACCINE, wear your 
mask, continue social distancing (6 foot or more) and 

wash hands and sanitize frequently. Also pray for a 
viable vaccine for Covid-19.  
Source: Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) 
Keep healthy!   
Lana Hunter, R.N. 

Groups 
 
Since the beginning of 2020, Rev. Julie has been 
leading Daily Devotions via Facebook Live.  To 
participate, simply go to the church’s Facebook page, 
“Coldwater United Methodist Church,” and you will 
find a devotional video Monday through Saturday at 
6:45 am. Rev. Julie will be leading from Coffee with 
God: 365 Devotions to Perk Up Your Day by Sarah 
Arthur.  

 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in their 20’s, 
30’s & 40’s – The group meets the Second & Fourth 
Mondays monthly from 6:00-7:15 pm **Our next 
gathering is via Zoom Video conferencing on 
October 12th and October 26th.  
 

 
Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in 
Uncertain Times by Adam Hamilton Fall Study to 
Begin October 7!!  Looking for a Book/Bible Study 
this Fall?  Look no further!  Rev. David Elmore will be 
leading the Unafraid study on Wednesdays from 6:00 
to 7:15 pm via zoom on October 7, 14, 21, 28 and 
November 4.   
 
For anyone struggling with fear, worry, or anxiety, or 
who wonders how families and communities can live 
as peacemakers in troubled times, Unafraid offers an 
informed and inspiring message full of practical 
solutions. 
 
Several have already signed up for this study and 
there is still room for more participants.  To sign up 
and purchase a book, please contact Michele in the 
office at 279-8402 or coldwaterum@gmail.com. 
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All of God’s Children (formerly Reconciling Group) 
will be meeting on October 5th at 6:30 pm.  The 
group will meet via Zoom on the first Monday of each 
month. Our current Bible Study is, “Faithful and 
Inclusion” by Rob Fuquay.  All persons are WELCOME! 
We will be meeting VIA ZOOM until further notice.  
Please contact Tony Garn or the office for more 
information. 

Committee News 
 
Worship Team Seeking Input – Christmas Eve 
Services—The Worship Committee will be sending 
out a survey this week to get input on Christmas Eve 
services.  An email link to a survey will be sent to 
those with email and a postcard to those without 
access to email.  Either way, check your mail! The link 
to the website is: 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/news-updates  
Surveys will be due back by Thursday, October 

15.          

 

 
Candy Needed for Trunk or Treat – Drive-Up Style! 
The Care & Outreach Committee is asking for 
donations of individual, commercially wrapped pieces 
of candy, fruit snacks or other treats.  If possible, 
please be sure the candy is non-holiday specific so 
that we can use extras for other events.  The team is 
working to hold a Trunk or Treat event – however, 
just a little different from our usual way.  Instead of 
each of us giving out treats from our trunks, we will 
have a couple people distribute one bag treats and 
church information into our guests’ trunks outside 
our church’s front door!  Please bring candy/fruit 
snacks/treats to the church between now and 
October 22.  

 

 
 
 

Announcements and Updates 
 
The Coldwater UMC Directory has been 
postponed.  A new timeframe has yet to be 
determined.  We will keep you updated as we know 
more. 

 
At this time, you may mail your contribution to the 
church or contact financial institution to do bill pay. 
 

 
Mary & Martha Diner—is closed until further notice 
 

 
The Fellowship Hall is closed until further notice. 
 

 
Your directory team is still looking for photos which 
might be included. (We have VERY few). If you are 
not sure how to upload them to your email and send 
to the directory email address, please see me.  I can 
take a photo of your picture and send it for 
you.  Thanks, Sharon Shenefield 
 

 

 
Children’s Sunday School is ready on our website—
Since we are not having our traditional Children’s 
Sunday School in person, we have made an online 
option available.  Please visit our website at 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-
school  
Here you can access the entire curriculum and videos 
for our Fall Sessions.  Please contact the office if you 
have any issues accessing any of the links.  Enjoy! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.coldwaterum.org/news-updates
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
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Security—Please take a few seconds, whether 
entering or exiting the building to make certain that 
the door you are using closes completely and LOCKS 
behind you.  An unlocked door leaves room for 
anyone to enter the building at any time of day or 
night, leaving the building and its people exposed to 
harm.  When leaving the building please make sure 
that you fully press in on the bar.  This helps the 
mechanism within the door function properly.  Please 
utilize the handicap button to open the door when 
you are unable to press the bar fully.  Thank you for 
helping to keep our building, staff, and congregation 
safe. 

 
Stewardship Sunday Kick-Off 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 
We will be kicking off our annual stewardship 
campaign at Coldwater UMC on Sunday, October 
18.  This year’s theme is “Detours to Gratitude.”  The 
stewardship campaign will wrap up on Sunday, 
November 15 when all are invited to bring our 
estimate of giving cards.  Estimate of giving cards 
may also be mailed in or dropped into the 
“collections” slot near the front door.  A letter with 
blank estimate of giving cards will be mailed from the 
church office the week of Monday, October 12.  We 
know this has been an extremely challenging year, 
yet we continue to “press on” as we discern our tithes 
and offerings as part of fulfilling God’s work in our 
church for 2021. 
 
Our sermon series will run as follows: 

• October 18 – “Detour to Gratitude: Nostalgia” 
– Exodus 17:1-17 

• October 25 – “Detour to Gratitude: Worry” – 
Philippians 4:1-9 

• November 1 – “Detour to Gratitude: 
Entitlement” – Matthew 22:1-14 

• November 8 – “Detour to Gratitude: Greed” – 
Matthew 22:15-22 

• November 15 – “Detour to Gratitude: 
Disappointment” – Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 

Other information regarding the stewardship 
campaign will be published in the weekly bulletins. 
 

 
Join the Multi-Media Team @ Coldwater UMC!! 
Coldwater UMC is looking for 2-3 additional people to 
create and project worship slides to continue 
enhancing our Sunday worship services.  Computer 
skills are a must and gifts of creativity are a welcome 
bonus on this team.  Training available.   If you are 
interested, please contact the church office at 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or 279-8402. 

 
 
Dear United Methodist Gleaners—You are 
awesome!! What an effort to bring in and donate 
1500 pounds of sweet cord to the Pantry.  As you 
know, each and every donation is shared with local 
individuals, and we could not manage without the 
generosity of community organizations such as the 
United Methodist Church Gleaners.  Please share our 
thanks with all the members; their generosity is truly 
appreciated.  We look forward to your continued 
support and we, and those we serve, sincerely 
appreciate your generosity.  Thank you!  Yours truly, 
Branch Area Food Pantry 

 
 
Service with Our Neighbors Sunday 
Special thanks for all who served in some way during 
our third annual Fall Service with Our Neighbors 
Sunday on September 27.  Thank you to those who 
donated food for the Coldwater and Kinderhook 
Blessing Boxes, those who weeded the courtyard at 
the Shelter House, and those who did individual acts 
to brighten the lives of neighbors in our 
community.  We will look ahead to another Service 
with Our Neighbors Sunday in the Spring and next 
Fall! 

 
 
 
 

mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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Prayer List 
 

  
*Family of Lynda Laatsch  
*Our nation, our world 
*Those with COVID 
*Those working on the front lines  
*Those affected by wildfires in CA 
*Those affected by Hurricanes Marco & Laura 
*Teachers, students, parents, and school staff 
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Calendar 
*6:45 am Mon-Sat Devotional Videos on Facebook 
Thursday, October 1 

6:30 pm SPRC Meeting 
Friday, October 2—Offices are closed 
Saturday, October 3 
Sunday, October 4—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

10:00 am In-person & Virtual Service 
Monday, October 5 

12:30 pm Prayer Group 
6:30 pm All God’s Children 

Tuesday, October 6 
Wednesday, October 7—Bulletin Deadline  
Thursday, October 8 

6:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
Friday, October 9—Offices are closed  
Saturday, October 10  
Sunday, October 11—Rev. Julie Elmore 

10:00 am In-person & Virtual Service 
Monday, October 12 

12:30 pm Prayer Group  
6:00 pm Faith & Food 

Tuesday, October 13 
Wednesday, October 14—Bulletin Deadline 
Thursday, October 15 
Friday, October 16—Offices are closed 
Saturday, October 17 

10:00 am Worship Team Meeting 
Sunday, October 18—Rev. Julie Elmore 

10:00 am In-Person & Virtual Service  
Holy Communion 

Monday, October 19 
12:30 pm Prayer Group  
6:30 pm  Care & Outreach 

Tuesday, October 20  
6:00 pm Finance Meeting 
7:00 pm Administrative Council Meeting  

Wednesday, October 21—Bulletin Deadline 
Thursday, October 22—Newsletter Deadline 
Friday, October 23—Offices are closed  
Saturday, October 24 
Sunday, October 25—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore  
10:00 am In-Person & Virtual Service  
Monday, October 26 

12:30 pm Prayer Group   
6:30 pm Faith & Food 

Tuesday, October 27 
Wednesday, October 28—Bulletin Deadline 

5:30 pm Endowment Meeting 
6:00 pm Education Committee Mtg.  

Thursday, October 29  
Friday, October 30–Offices are closed  
Saturday, October 31—Halloween  
**Meeting locations to be determined, please check 
with your chairperson. 

October Birthdays 
1st      Michele Peterson 
 Gail Widener 
2nd  John & Diane Bolz 
3rd  Curt Proctor 
4th  Alexander Gregurich 
 Alexandra Lyon  
5th Joanne West 
7th Nancy Mahle 
8th Miranda Robison 
11th Don Vrablic 
12th Amanda Lange 
13th Larisa Vorce 
14th Addison Gilchrist 
 Nancy Davis 
 Kendra Shook 
15th  Karen Marbaugh 
16th Lisa Meredith 
 Russ Porter 
 John & Joan Rohloff 
17th Coleen Curry 
 Ben & Doris Lounds 
18th Rex Simmerman 
19th Tom Shenefield 
20th Craig & Louise Dunworth 
22nd  Dave McKay 
 Rex & Ann Simmerman 
24th  Zachary Gregurich 
 Michael Kubel 
 Cheryl Robison 
26th  Karen Eyster 
 Andrew Dart  
27th Kathy Miner 
28th Jennifer Lange     
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4 World Communion 5 6 7 Bulletin Deadline 8

11 12 13 14 Bulletin Deadline 15

18 Blood Pressures 19 20 21 Bulletin Deadline 22 Newsletter Deadline

25 26 27 28 Bulletin Deadline 29

1 2 Notes

Coldwater United Methodist Church
For the most up to date calendar go online to:
www.coldwater.org

October 2020
September '20 November '20

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3

6:30 pm SPRC Meeting Church Offices Closed

9 10
10:00 In-person & Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Unafraid Book Stdy 6:30 pm Trustees Mtg. Church Offices Closed

6:30 pm All God's Children

16 17
10:00 In-person & Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Unafraid Book Stdy Church Offices Closed 10:00 am Worship Mtg

6:00 pm Faith & Food

23 24
10:00 In-person & Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Finance Meeting 6:00 pm Unafraid Book Stdy Church Offices Closed

communion 6:30 pm Care & Outreach 7:00 pm Admin Council Mtg

30 31 Halloween

10:00 In-person & Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 5:30 pm Endowment Mtg Church Offices Closed

6:00 pm Faith & Food 6:00 pm Education Mtg

6:00 pm Unafraid Book Stdy

Calendar Templates by Vertex42

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/


