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The Lord carried out just what he had promised. (Genesis 21:1)

Abraham’s Visitors – Genesis 18:1-14

Prepare to Wonder 
This story announces the coming of a child for Sarah and Abraham. The story is 
broken into two scenes, Abraham’s hospitable welcome of three visitors, and the 
visitor’s announcement of Sarah’s pregnancy and the birth of Isaac.

In the Bible hospitality to travelers and strangers was very important. When the 
visitors arrive, Abraham goes out of his way to welcome the three by generously 
providing nourishment and caring for their physical comfort. He even brings water 
for them to wash their feet, which was a custom of the time. The identity of the 
three visitors is somewhat unclear. The fact that they appear “suddenly” adds to the 
feeling of mystery. The feeling of mystery continues with the announcement of the 
forthcoming birth of Isaac, the son of Sarah and Abraham.

Sarah laughs when she hears this prophecy. Abraham and Sarah are both very old, so 
how could this possibly be? The Lord’s response to her laughter is one of assurance, 

“Is anything too difficult for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14) This question is a key theme 
throughout the Book of Genesis, in which God is constantly promising and delivering 
what seems impossible. Children also understand that some things might be or 
seem impossible. When you are young, you can’t do everything you want. But with 
time and with God, things become easier, and God always goes with you. 

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
In the Bible story, Sarah laughs. Her laughter is likely a response of shock and 
confusion. But, laughter is also a response of joy, and children bring us so much joy. 
Take some time to write down three things that bring you joy. Take time to reflect 
on how those things in your life came to be. It’s likely they did not come without 
some change, confusion, or even difficulty. Joy is an expression of gratitude and 
sometimes we even have to be grateful for what is challenging so that we might see 
God’s true joy. It seems, we find the most joy when we trust God through the messy 
process of faith.
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Welcome to Wonder 

 • Gather together near your Wonder Table.

WONDER together:

 • Have you ever had special visitors?

 • Who helps you have faith?

CONTINUE to Wonder:

 • What helps you have faith in God?

 • How do you know if someone has faith?

 • What does your faith look like?

PRAY together

 • Dear God, help me be faithful. Amen.

SING together 

 • Use your Annual Music CD or download “Reason to Believe” (https://www.
cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

 • Play “Reason to Believe.”

 • Sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: Wonder Cube (Digital Pack ) optional, CEB Bible, Celebrate Wonder Bible 
Storybook

READ the Bible Story 

 • Read the Bible story, Genesis 18:1-14.

 • Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answers a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible Story

 • Visit (https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video) to download and 
watch today’s Bible story.

SHARE the Faith Word

 • Faith Word: FAITH -  Faith is to believe in God’s presence and hope.

WONDER: Has anyone shown you how to be faithful? Who has faith in the Bible 

story?
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Serve a Snack (Snack)
Supplies: pretzels, mini-marshmallows, candy-coated chocolate candies, O-shaped 
cereal, raisins, spoons, plastic bowls or containers, zip-lock bags

Prepare Ahead: Divide the ingredients into separate containers. Be aware of food 
allergies.

 • Wash your hands. Set out the ingredients, beginning with the zip-lock bags.

 • Line up, having one person in front of each item like an assembly line. 

 • Place a spoonful of each item in the bag and then pass the bag to the next person. 
The person at the end will seal the bag and place it to the side.

 • Make a snack bag for each person and extra for persons you might want to share 
with such as neighbors or friends. Share your snack together and invite friends and 
family to join you.

SAY: The visitors shared a meal and brought surprising news to Abraham and Sarah. 

WONDER: Do you have any special words you would like to say to your friends and 
family?

Spiritual Practice—Exploring faith through God’s 
promises
Supplies: Celebration Chart, Family Activity Book, (optional)

 • Wonder: What does it feel like to have faith? How do you know that God is with you?

SAY: God promises to go with us, but God also asks us to have faith in God and all 
that God will do. Like Abraham and Sarah’s special visitors, God also gives us others 
to remind us that God is with us and doing big things in our lives.

 • Hold up one pinkie finger.

 • Link pinkies with a neighbor.

 • Say to your neighbor, “God goes with you.”

 • Then have the child turn to another neighbor and do the same.
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