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Pastor’s Ponderings  
December 2020 

 
Scripture Emphases: Matthew 22:34-40 & Matthew 25:31-46 

 
Happy Advent!!  What a year it has been and continues to be!  God continues to be at work through it 
all!  What interesting Advent and Christmas Seasons we will have!!  What a time to be super creative!! 
On November 22, our focus scriptures in worship were those listed above.  I mentioned in my message that day 
that serving God and our neighbor is like sending God a thank you note.  Despite the hardships of 2020, as the 
Body of Christ, we still have a mission to share Christ with others while being Christ’s hands and feet.  During 
the upcoming seasons of Advent and Christmas, serving others is not only thanking God, but also honoring the 
greatest gift we have received from God in Jesus Christ.  Through God’s greatest gift, we are no longer 
eternally bound by our individual and collective sin.  Through God’s greatest gift, grace and hope abound, even 
in the darkest of places.  Sometimes we just need to look a little harder for it.  When we give of ourselves, we 
allow Christ’s light to shine in the darkness.   
Now more than ever, we are called to be more creative in serving God and neighbor. The constraints of COVID-
19 can be overwhelming.  Below are some ideas if you are looking for a spark of inspiration to be Christ’s hands 
and feet during this season of giving. 
 

• Support a UMC Missionary or Mission Project - go to umcmission.org to see a list of missionaries and 
mission projects within the United Methodist Church. 

• Support Heifer Project - buy an animal or two in honor of the persons on your Christmas list “who have 
everything.” 

• Support a ministry or organization in our area, including Jacob’s Well, Branch Country Coalition Against 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, Beginnings Care for Life, Branch Area Food Pantry, and Genesis 
Outreach Ministries. 

• Support the Angel and/or Pastor’s Discretionary Funds at Coldwater UMC. 
• Pay for the meal of the vehicle behind you in line at a drive-thru, especially if you see kids in that car. 
• Stock your purse and/or coat pockets with a gift card or two and hand them out (as safely as possible) 

as the Holy Spirit prompts you. 
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• Make a special treat and set it on the step of a neighbor - preferably one you do not know well. (Be sure 
to give them a head’s up that something is coming, or the squirrels may be the unintentional 

beneficiary of this treat).        
 
I cannot wait to see what God is up to through all of our efforts!  Please feel free to share what God has been 
up to through you by sending a photo, written reflection, video, painting, collage, etc. to the church email 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or dropping it off during office hours.  If dropping off, please call first to be sure 

someone is here!        
May God bless you and yours throughout this season!!  Happy Advent!!  Merry Christmas!!  Happy New 
Year’s!! 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

 

 
 

Coldwater UMC Christmas Service Plans 2020—UPDATE 
 

With the number of COVID-19 cases rising and through the guidance of Michigan Conference Bishop David A. 
Bard, the decision has been made to go to Plan B with regard to our Christmas Eve Service this year, which is to 

livestream only.     
 

In preparation for the Live Stream Christmas Eve Service, you are invited to pick up your Christmas Eve Worship 
Bag with other goodies during the following times: 

• Saturday, December 19 from 4-6 pm ~ Please enter the parking lot through the south entrance and 
follow the luminaries 

o Lights and Music will accompany you this night 
o Be sure to tune your car radio to 93.1 FM to hear the beautiful music. 

o Once you have picked up your bag, feel free to head into the back-parking lot to listen to the 
beautiful music. 

• Sunday, December 20 from 11 am to noon 
• Monday, December 21 from 9 am to 3 pm 
• Tuesday, December 22 from 9 am to 3 pm 

 
Each bag will include a candle to participate in the Christmas Eve service at home plus a craft and goodies for 

the season.  Also included in the bag will be a special mission challenge.  See future bulletins for updated 
information. 

 
We would like to have each household submit a photo of everyone in the household with his/her candle 

lit.  Photos can be submitted to Michele at coldwaterum@gmail.com by Wednesday, December 23 at noon.   If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact the office.  
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Advent  
Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas 
by Adam Hamilton 
 
This year’s Advent Study is going to be a church-wide study offered in small groups, as well as during Sunday 
morning worship.  The study this year is Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by Adam 
Hamilton.  Plans for study groups are in the works both in online and hybrid face-to-face/online formats.  Stay 
tuned to bulletins and emails for details on small group sessions being offered. 
 
Here is a bit about the study from the Cokesbury website: 
 
Learn the meaning behind the names of Christ and the difference He makes in our lives this Christmas. 
His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the shepherds, the wise men, and the angels 
addressed him by other names. They called him Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light of the World, and 
Word Made Flesh. In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, best-selling author Adam 
Hamilton examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, exploring the historical and personal 
significance of his birth. This Advent season church families will come together to remember what’s 
important. In the face of uncertainty and conflict, Christians reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, 
heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect 
upon the significance of the Christ child for our lives and world today! 
Sermon series information is as follows: 

• First Sunday in Advent – November 29 
o Sermon Title: “Presidents and Kings” 
o Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 

• Second Sunday in Advent – December 6 
o Sermon Title: “The Savior and Our Need for Saving” 
o Scripture: Matthew 1:18-21; Luke 2:8-14 

• Third Sunday in Advent – December 13 
o Sermon Title: “Emmanuel in the Midst of a Pandemic” 
o Scripture: Matthew 1:22-25; Hebrews 1:1-4; Hebrews 4:14-16 

• Fourth Sunday in Advent – December 20 
o Sermon Title: “Light of the World” 
o Scripture: John 1:1-5, 9-14 

 
Books for this study are $13.50 each and can be ordered by contacting Michele in the office at 279-8402 or 
coldwaterum@gmail.com by November 16.   
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Message from your Finance Team 
 
This certainly has been a challenging time for all of us!  As of the end of November, we have not been able to 
have in-person worship in our church building for 24 out of 48 Sundays and our fellowship hall, which is 
normally busy throughout the week, has been closed since mid-March.  In spite of the challenges of dealing 
with Covid-19, we have evolved and found new ways to continue to reach out to our members and friends and 
to “be the church”.   
 
Update on Operating income and expenses through October         YTD Actual          YTD Budget 
Income from pledges/offerings/building usage/Misc.                        $ 171,593            $ 197,833 
 
Operating expenses (maintenance/utilities/custodial/insurance)         63,515                 74,514 
Staffing expense (wages/benefits/payroll tax)                                          95,627               104,088 
Program expense (worship/education/outreach)                                      6,721                  10,416 
Ministry shares (some are accrued but not yet paid)                              22,823                  22,823 
Local mission budget in lieu of District ministry shares                                700                    1,492 
Total operating expenses YTD                                                                    189,386               213,333 
  
Although our income is less than budgeted, our expenses are also less.  Our Endowment Team has approved 
the use of undesignated trust funds held at the UM Foundation to fund our Ministry shares and specific 
expenses related to Covid-19, which were not budgeted.    
 
During this challenging year, our offerings have continued to average $17,000/month and members also 
contributed $28,000 towards our roof project! 
 
In this Thanksgiving season, I am thankful for the continued generosity and faithful support of our members 
and friends.  I wish you all a blessed Christmas! 
 
Ruth Proctor, Finance Chair 
 

 
Virtual Blue Christmas Service 
 
We have all experienced loss this year in one way or another.  COVID-19 has changed our lives in some pretty 
monumental ways.  Some have lost significant loved ones, others have experienced loss of employment, and 
still others have grieved for our children and their educators as they have had to learn in new 
ways.  Experiencing the holidays in a different way this year is its own loss and can magnify the compounded 
losses.  We are not alone as God journeys with us through each other.   
 
On Sunday, December 20 at 5:00 pm, you are invited to join in this year’s Virtual Blue Christmas Service via 
Facebook or YouTube at “Coldwater United Methodist Church.”  Feel free to join in later as well as it will 
continue to be posted throughout the Season of Christmas. 
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Nurse's Notes 
 
I never thought I would be writing on this aspect of 
the Corona Virus but for the last two weeks Pat and I 
have been experiencing the virus firsthand. 
Since March when the Pandemic was announced Pat 
and I have taken all the precautions and warnings 
about the Virus very seriously. Staying away from 
crowds, rarely eating in a restaurant, social 
distancing, wearing a mask, and sanitizing 
frequently.  What went wrong? 
Pat and I started out for our TX home on Nov.4th 
towing a small travel trailer so we wouldn't have to 
stay in hotels and frequent eateries. It was a pleasant 
trip until Pat started having a low grave fever and 
developed a cough.  When we stopped for the 
evening sleeping was the top priority on both our 
minds. We did stop for three nights in Hot Springs, 
AR, for a break from driving. We enjoyed the hills and 
the beautiful Fall foliage while there. However, 
neither one of us were feeling chipper. We arrived at 
our TX home on Nov.11th.  
We immediately put ourselves on self-quarantine for 
two weeks. After unpacking, my body decided to 
exhibit a low-grade fever. Naps were in order each 
day. Finally, it was decided that we should both get 
tested. We went to a local clinic. The nose swab was 
done and as a precaution was given prescriptions for 
a Medrol packet, an antibiotic, and cough syrup. That 
was about 6 days ago now and we are still both 
fighting fatigue and Pat continues with a congested 
cough. The fevers are gone, and we are able to 
accomplish more small tasks throughout a day. We 
get retested the day before Thanksgiving. 
I believe we're on the mend and are some of the very 
fortunate ones that have contracted this Virus. The 
question in my mind will forever haunt me, how on 
earth did we get COVID-19 when we are so diligent in 
observing the public health guidelines.  
Folks, the Corona Virus is not a HOAX!  It is REAL!! Be 
vigilant in social distancing, hand washing, sanitizing, 
and mask wearing even with family. 
It has been recommended not to have family 
gatherings for the Holidays this year.  I truly believe 

this is a high priority even though it is very 
disappointing. It is a matter of life and death. If you 
do see family that is not in your household, WEAR 
MASKS! I believe the best way to be with family this 
year is Face Time and Zoom. 
The vaccines are on the near horizon.  Please get the 
two injections when available in your area. Maybe 
then we can get back to some kind of normalcy we 
once knew. 
As far as where Pat and I got the virus, that question 
will probably never be answered. 
 
Keep Healthy and Merry Christmas! 
 
Lana Hunter, R. N.  

Groups 
 
Rev. Julie leads Daily Devotions via Facebook Live.  
To participate, simply go to the church’s Facebook 
page, “Coldwater United Methodist Church,” and you 
will find a devotional video Monday through 
Saturday at 6:45 am. Rev. Julie will be leading from 
Coffee with God: 365 Devotions to Perk Up Your Day 
by Sarah Arthur.  

 
 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in their 20’s, 
30’s & 40’s – The group meets the Second & Fourth 
Mondays monthly from 6:00-7:15 pm **Our next 
gatherings are via Zoom on December 14th and 
December 28th.   

 
All God's Children—The All God's Children 
Community (formerly the Reconciling Group) within 
our church is proud to announce that we are now a 
registered group of the global Reconciling Ministries 
Network.   The announcement will be out soon on the 
web page of Reconciling Ministries Network or 
rmn.org 
In order to become registered with the global RMN 
we had to come up with a Mission Statement that 
would be inclusive. We came up with a statement 
that's a take on our church's Mission Statement. 
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      “All God's Children is a community in Christ, 
serving all God's children, welcoming, celebrating 
and affirming those who are marginalized for any 
reason, including sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or gender expression.” 
 
All God's Children started approximately a year a half 
ago in a church member's home and since has met 
monthly in the church until COVID-19 hit.  We 
restarted having monthly meetings this September 
via Zoom. And will continue this format until it is safe 
for in house gatherings. 
 
We meet every 1st Monday of the month at 6:30PM 
via Zoom. We have a short business meeting then 
participate in a Bible study called, “Faithful and 
Inclusive” by Rob Fuquay. This study is tackling all the 
questions we have about the Bible and gender 
identity. After this Bible study we will then find 
another study that is pertinent. 
 
Please join us on Dec.7, 2020 at 6:30PM via Zoom 
and find out what we are all about. 
 
If you have any questions you can contact Tony Garn 
at garnanthony@gmail.com or Lana Hunter at 
hunterpw@yahoo.com. Or call the church's office. 
  
Website: https://allgodschildren.info 

Committee News 
 
Mission Team Giving for the Holidays: 
As we approach the Holiday Giving season, our 
mission team will participate in the Department of 
Health and Human Services Community Giving 
Program which provides Christmas Gifts for less 
fortunate children in Branch County. Last year we 
supported this program and each member of our 
team shopped for one family supplying gifts for them. 
We will have a large box in the narthex (in place of 
the Christmas Tree) for anyone who would like to 

give a nonperishable item for the BLESSING 
BOXES.  Dry goods and items that will not freeze are 
welcome.  
Blessing for a safe Advent Season. 

 
Children’s Sunday School is ready on our website—
Since we are not having our traditional Children’s 
Sunday School in person, we have made an online 
option available.  Please visit our website at 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-
school  
Here you can access the entire curriculum and videos 
for our Fall Sessions.  Please contact the office if you 
have any issues accessing any of the links.  Enjoy! 

Announcements and Updates 
 
At this time, you may mail your contribution to the 
church or contact financial institution to do bill pay. 

 
Mary & Martha Diner—is closed until further notice 

 
Offering Envelopes for 2021—While you are picking 
up your Christmas Eve Worship Bag at Coldwater 
UMC on December 19 (or the days following), 2021 
offering envelopes will also be available for pick-
up.  As you enter the church parking lot from the 
south entrance, simply let someone know that you 
would like to pick up your offering envelopes as well.  

 
Join the Multi-Media Team @ Coldwater UMC!! 
Coldwater UMC is looking for 2-3 additional people to 
create and project worship slides to continue 
enhancing our Sunday worship services.  Computer 
skills are a must and gifts of creativity are a welcome 
bonus on this team.  Training available.   If you are 
interested, please contact the church office at 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or 279-8402. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:garnanthony@gmail.com
mailto:hunterpw@yahoo.com
https://allgodschildren.info/
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com


P a g e  | 7 

 
 
 

 
 

AMBULANCE TO BELIZE 
In February of 2020 our Executive Director, Chantel 
Corrie attended the United States Southern 
Command conference which brought together 
military members from all over the country. In 
attendance were military members and nonprofits in 
charge of the humanitarian aid mission in Belize 
along with Belize military government officials, 
Minister of Education, Minister of Health and the 
Veterinarian Services in the Belize embassy. 
 
All those in attendance had the opportunity to do a 
short introduction and before Chantel had shared 
who she was the women sitting next to her asked, 
“Can you get your hands on an ambulance?” Taken 
aback, Chantel said, “Hi my name is Chantel with 
Midwest Mission and yes, we have shipped an 
ambulance before!”  
 
Once introductions were over, this woman introduced 
Chantel to the Belize delegation and to Dr. Seja, the 
lead doctor of the Corozal Community Hospital in 
Belize. Dr. Seja informed Chantel that they were 
transferring 60 patients a month from their hospital 
to two other facilities, one of which is a 10-hour 
round trip and the other a 5-hour round trip. While 
learning all this the Minister of Education then shared 
that he had transported somebody with a head injury 
in the back of his own truck due to the lack of 
transportation. At that moment Chantel knew 
Midwest Mission was meant to be in this exact place 
to assist them with the task of obtaining an 
ambulance. 
 
Dr. Seja stated they needed a diesel ambulance 
instead of a gas ambulance because they receive a 
200-gallon credit from the government each month 
and a diesel ambulance would allow him to transport 
patients all month long while a gas ambulance would 
only run half the time due to its lower gas mileage. 
 
Chantel shared this story with Brad Walton, our 
Operations Manager, and he immediately began to 

search online through GovDeals.org. Right away he 
found a diesel ambulance. Dr Seja was able to view 
and approve this ambulance that same day at the 
conference. Brad began bidding on the ambulance 
and Midwest Mission purchased it with the winning 
bid of $8,150. 
 
Brad then flew to Ohio to pick up the ambulance. 
While there he learned that the ambulance is actually 
worth $199,990.  He was told that Midwest Mission 
was being guided by God, for the entity that had the 
ambulance was supposed to sell it for much more. 
 
The ambulance is a fully equipped mobile clinic that 
will serve as a traveling clinic and transportation for 
the severally injured. 
 
Once it arrived onsite, Midwest Mission was able to 
logo the truck for the Corozal Community Hospital 
and get it ready for its next destination, Belize. In 
September, Chantel and Brad drove the ambulance to 
Scott Air Force Base in Illinois where it was put on a 
C-5, the Air Force’s largest plane. The morning of 
November 9th the ambulance left Charleston, SC on a 
UAF C-17 and then arrived that afternoon in Belize! 

 
We would like to give a “shout out” to Pastor 
Julie for her recent appointment as Secretary of 
Global Ministries for the Michigan Conference. There 
is a wonderful article about her in the conference e-
newsletter “mifaith”.  The article can be found on the 
Michiganumc.org website or you may click on the 
links below. 

https://michiganumc.org/ 
Search for article titled: 
 CALLED AND EQUIPPED TO SERVE 

Posted on November 10, 2020 
https://michiganumc.org/called-and-equipped-to-
serve/?utm_source=Michigan+Area+Master+Commu
nication+List&utm_campaign=6552ed4dc4-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_04_24_02_27_COPY_01&u
tm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1e193f36cb-
6552ed4dc4-411515445 

https://michiganumc.org/
https://michiganumc.org/called-and-equipped-to-serve/
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Calendar 
 
*6:45 am Mon-Sat Devotional Videos on Facebook 
 
1 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm Advent Study w/Rev. David Elmore 
2 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 1:00 pm  Advent Study w/Rev. Julie Elmore  
  & Cheryl Proctor 
3 Thursday 
 6:30 pm SPRC Meeting 
4 Friday—Offices are closed 
5 Saturday 
6 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service 
7 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm All God’s Children 
8 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm Advent Study w/Rev. David Elmore 
9 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 1:00 pm  Advent Study w/Rev. Julie Elmore  
  & Cheryl Proctor 
10 Thursday 
 6:30 pm  Trustees Meeting 
11 Friday–Offices are closed 
12 Saturday 
13 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service 
14 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm Faith & Food 
15 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm Advent Study w/Rev. David Elmore 
 7:00 pm Administrative Meeting 
16 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 1:00 pm  Advent Study w/Rev. Julie Elmore  
  & Cheryl Proctor 
17 Thursday 
18 Friday—Offices are closed 
19 Saturday 
 10:00 am Worship Team Meeting 
20 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service 
 
 

 
21 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm Care & Outreach 
22 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm Advent Study w/Rev. David Elmore 
23 Wednesday 
 1:00 pm  Advent Study w/Rev. Julie Elmore  
  & Cheryl Proctor 
 6:00 pm Education Team Meeting 
24 Thursday—Offices are closed in observance of 
Christmas Eve 
 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Virtual Service 
25 Friday—Offices are closed 
 Christmas Day 
26 Saturday 
27 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
28 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm Faith & Food 
29 Tuesday 
30 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
31 Thursday—Church Offices closed in observance of 
New Year’s Eve 
 
  

 
**Meeting locations to be determined, please check 
with your chairperson. 
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Coldwater United Methodist Church
For the most up to date calendar go online to:
www.coldwater.org

Calendar Templates by Vertex42

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/

6:00 pm Faith & Food

1 2
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group OFFICES CLOSED

6:30 pm Care & Outreach 6:00 pm Education Mtg 5:00 pm Christmas Eve Virtual

25 Christmas 26
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Advent Study 1:00 pm Advent Study OFFICES CLOSED OFFICES CLOSED

6:00 pm Faith & Food

18 19
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Advent Study 1:00 pm Advent Study OFFICES CLOSED

6:30 pm All God's Children

11 12
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Advent Study 1:00 pm Advent Study 6:30 pm Trustees Meeting OFFICES CLOSED

4 5
6:00 pm Advent Study 1:00 pm Advent Study 6:30 pm SPRC OFFICES CLOSED
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday


