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Pastor’s Ponderings ~ August 2020 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

 
Suggested Scripture Reading: Luke 10:38-42 

(The Story of Martha and Mary) 
 
After some fruitful time away, I am glad to be back.  I had time to rest, renew and rejuvenate and appreciate 
the leadership and support of many in our congregation and beyond who made this happen. 
While I was away, I read several books including Present Over Perfect by Shauna Niequist.  Niequist is an 
author, wife and mother of boys who seemed to always be on the go and overcommitted.  I could relate to her 
all too well.  In her book, she offers some insights that spoke to me, especially during this time of 
unprecedented challenge.  As much as I want everything to be perfect and go smoothly, often being present is 
what is needed in the moment.   
This book reminded me of the story of Martha and Mary.  Martha wanted everything perfect for Jesus’ visit to 
her home and got frustrated that Mary was not helping her.  What Jesus really wanted from both sisters in 
that moment was their presence and focus on the message he was seeking to convey. 
It seems that despite our best intentions and efforts in these days of COVID-19, very little is going how we 
hoped.  We have not been able to gather as a church community in the same ways we once did.  Going to our 
favorite restaurants comes with risks, just as meeting in person with friends and family comes with 
risks.  Some are finding themselves unemployed or overworked because of company budget cuts.  We are 
living in a time of uncertainty and things are far from perfect.  In all this uncertainty, imperfection, and chaos, 
where do we see the Kingdom of God?  What message or messages is God/Jesus/Holy Spirit seeking to convey 
to us as individuals and as a church? 
The following are a few messages I keep hearing from God through the Holy Spirit: 

• For what are you grateful?  In a time where so much seems to be going upside down, there are many 
things that are going right.  I am grateful for my husband and son, as well as our extended family who 
has supported one another through family zoom meetings.  I am grateful that everyone in my family is 
healthy.  I am also grateful for the church and how all of you have continued to be Christ to one 
another and those outside our church during this difficult time, including doing what is necessary to 
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enhance our online presence.  I am also grateful for time away to really listen deeply to God and do 
some much-needed grief work.   

• God works through imperfection.  I mentioned in my sermon on Sunday that at one point in my 
sabbatical I stayed at the Hermitage.  I actually stayed there twice.  The first time, I did not realize that 
my rustic cabin and outhouse were going to be a half mile from the parking lot and dining 
facilities.  Through that experience of being completely alone without all the usual distractions and 
conveniences, God showed me that God was still very much present and provides all I need, even if it is 
not what I want.  In times when things do not go as intended, may we offer grace to others and 
ourselves.  Learning, growing, and going on to perfection in this life is a process.  

• God adores each of us.  God loves us because of who we are.  In spite of our imperfections, God takes 
delight in us and treasures time with us.  I can imagine God sitting back and chuckling at times, kind of 
like when we sit back and chuckle when our children at church say and do something comical, yet 
profound.  As beloved children, we are never alone and adored. 

 
How is God calling you to be present over being perfect in this season?  What is God whispering to you and 
how will you respond in this ever-changing season?  I would love to hear how God is communicating with you 
and invite you to share with me the next time we connect. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Rev. Julie 
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Nurse's Notes 
 
Since the last newsletter, The Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
of MI, has mandated that all folks in public wear a 
face mask in public or be fined $500. Gov. Greg 
Abbott of TX is requiring for all individuals in public to 
wear a face covering. Both orders are backed by 
CDC’s findings. 
Many folks think these orders are not for them so 
boastfully refuse to wear face coverings. Why? Do 
these same people not use car seatbelts? The findings 
below are recommended by the CDC, WHO and other 
public health organizations. 
Cloth face masks are highly recommended to help 
prevent respiratory droplets from traveling in the air. 
Especially when a person wearing a face covering 
coughs, sneezes, talks, or raises their voice. This is 
based on how respiratory droplets spread the virus of 
Covid-19. This is confirmed in on going findings in 
clinical and laboratory studies about cloth face 
coverings when worn over the mouth and nose.  The 
virus spreads mainly among folks who are in close 
contact, less than six feet, of each other and where 
social distancing is difficult.  
Covid-19 can be spread by people that do not have 
symptoms and do not know they are infected. That is 
why it is so important to wear a cloth face mask in 
public settings and practice social distancing from 
others. As well as using good hand washing 
techniques or hand sanitizer and disinfect multiple 
surfaces that you use.  
Individuals that are exempt from using face masks 
are children younger than 2 years old, anyone who 
has trouble breathing and anyone that is 
unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to 
remove the cloth face covering without 
assistance.  Also, in some cases wearing of a face 
mask may exacerbate a physical or mental health 
condition that may lead to a medical emergency or a 
concern. Adaptations or alternatives to a face 
covering for these individuals so they are not 
vulnerable to Covid-19.  
At this writing, the CDC and our Surgeon General, 
Vice Admiral Jerome M. Adams, MD, MPH is highly 

recommending all individuals to wear a face covering 
in public to help curtail the spread of Covid-19.  
I don’t understand why people don’t want to comply 
to this simple requirement of face masks to help 
decrease the spread of Covid-19 for the health of 
all.  Seat belts and car seats for children is a law to 
promote public health as well as no shoes, no shirts, 
no service in retail establishments and no smoking in 
restaurants. 
Praying to our Lord Jesus Christ for healing from this 
pandemic is especially important but I think he/she 
also wants us to do everything possible within our 
physical and mental capacities to defeat this virus. 
That means to listen to medical scientists and heed to 
their recommendations.  
Source; CDC, July15, 2020, update of Considerations 
for Wearing Cloth Face Coverings 
 
Keep healthy and safe!             Lana Hunter, RN 

Groups 
 
Since the beginning of 2020, Rev. Julie has been 
leading Daily Devotions via Facebook Live. Special 
Guests have pre-recorded devotions that have been 
uploaded and scheduled to Facebook during August.  
To participate, simply go to the church’s Facebook 
page, “Coldwater United Methodist Church,” and you 
will find a devotional video Monday through 
Saturday at 6:45 am. Each special guest will be 
leading from Coffee with God: 365 Devotions to Perk 
Up Your Day by Sarah Arthur. Please feel free to 
share this opportunity with friends & family.  Rev. 
Julie will return to live devotions Monday through 
Saturday beginning September 1. 

 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in their 20’s, 
30’s & 40’s – The group meets the Second & Fourth 
Mondays monthly from 6:00-7:15 pm **Our next 
gathering is via Zoom Video conferencing on August 
10th. 
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Committee News 
Endowment News 
The Endowment Committee met in late June to 
address several items.  The Endowment Committee 
approved the following: 
 
Covid-19 Supplies for Worship: The Covid-19 Task 
force for reopening the church requested $6500 for 
supplies and equipment to reopen our church.  We 
are fortunate we have funds to support this effort.  
The Endowment Committee voted to approve the 
$6500 from our Undesignated Fund. Of this $6500, 
$2000 is allowed for unforeseen or unidentified 
expenses so an Endowment Committee meeting is 
not necessary for an emergency approval of a 
surprise expense. 
 
Vacation Bible School: As VBS will be virtual this 
year, the Education Committee requested $1350 
from the Camp Fund and this request was approved 
by the Endowment Committee for their use. 
 
Clergy Family Camp: The Endowment Committee 
approved funds to send Pastor Julie and Oliver to 
Clergy Family Camp from the Camping Fund.  I 
believe the Clergy Family Camp is one of the only 
camps open to guests this year in Michigan. 
 
Ministry Shares: Due to not having church at church 
this spring, our offerings are down with respect to 
our budget approved before Covid-19.  One area 
Endowment has made sure we are funded is Ministry 
Shares.  The Endowment Committee approved 
funding for Ministry shares for the remainder of 
2020, if necessary as we cannot predict how the 
Covid-19 pandemic will affect our church for the rest 
of this year.  This funding will only be used if 
necessary and will come from the Undesignated Fund 
quarterly.  
Please contact me with your questions at (517) 278-
3175, Anita Hoyt, Endowment Chairman 

 
 

Re-opening of the Church 
Hoping this newsletter is finding you safe and healthy 
during our continued pandemic precautionary times.  
As this is the first newsletter since the re-opening of 
our on-site worship option, I wanted to share with 
each of you how people are continuing to participate 
in worship in their style. 
  
In person attendance: 
July 5--40 people 
July 12--34 people 
July 19--26 people 
July 26--26 people 
 
Online presence: 
July 5--243 views 
July 12--133 views 
July 19--176 views 
July 26--141 views 
  
I know there have been many questions on the 
guidelines in which on site services have been re-
opened.  It has been questioned why reopening task 
force did not open like a church down the street or 
around the block.  The Task force decisions on our 
reopening is based on a set of Michigan conference 
guidelines provided to us by Bishop Bard.  We felt it 
was appropriate to abide by the recommendations of 
our denomination.  We have continued virtual 
services, that have been well received.  If you notice 
from the numbers, we have more people able to 
participate than if only one option was available! 
Our parishioners that have chosen to come into the 
church have appreciated the steps being taken to 
help ensure their low risk of exposure to the virus.  
Regardless of how you wish to participate, it is just as 
important to know that we are all in this together, 
socially distanced, but still sharing the love of our 
church family and our faith. 
The month of August began with District 
Superintendent Dwayne Bagley guiding our worship 
via video.  The video is available for viewing online.  
Pastor Julie returned by streaming worship on August 
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9th.  The Reopening task force will continue to meet 
on a regular basis and make modifications as the 
conference and regulatory guidance allows.   
We are also looking at how we can start to phase in 
our kitchen as it relates to our support to local 
organizations that have utilized our volunteers and 
building in the past.  All, of course, with 
precautionary measures in place. 
I want to thank all those that have been involved in 
providing the various opportunities of worship.  Stay 
safe and healthy.   
Sharing in our faith of love of Jesus, 
Tracy Rowland, Ad Council Chair/ co-facilitator of 
Reopening Task force 

Announcements and Updates 
 
The Coldwater UMC Directory has been 
postponed.  A new timeframe has yet to be 
determined.  We will keep you updated as we know 
more. 

 
At this time, you may mail your contribution to the 
church or contact financial institution to do bill pay. 

 
Mary & Martha Diner—is closed until further notice 

 
The Fellowship Hall is closed until further notice. 

 
Your directory team is still looking for photos which 
might be included. (We have VERY few). If you are 
not sure how to upload them to your email and send 
to the directory email address, please see me.  I can 
take a photo of your picture and send it for 
you.  Thanks, Sharon Shenefield 

 
 
Roof Project: Almost Finished!! 
The Roof Project is essentially complete.  We have 
one drain cover that will be replaced as soon as it 
arrives.  We have some clean-up work to complete 
upstairs in the classroom area and the drywall work 

over the fountain and in the sanctuary.  The roofer 
has fixed the leaking problems, so it is a cosmetic 
issue at this point.  Your trustees are also working on 
the repair of the landscaping of the front lawn along 
Marshall Street.  As we have spent so much money 
on the roof, we will have to prioritize the landscaping 
over the next year. Thank you all for your patience 
during our construction and cleanup.  We should not 
need another flat roof for a good long twenty years 
and the insulated metal roof for a whopping fifty 
years! 

 
Roof Donations and the Tree of Life 
Now that the roof project is almost complete, the 
next step is to engrave the leaves for the Tree of Life 
for persons and families who donated $500.00 or 
more to the Flat Roof Project.  I am working on 
sending out a letter with a form for the engraving of 
each leaf.  If you want to contribute to the Flat Roof 
Project, the deadline is simply the term of the loan 
which is about 5.5 years.  As we get our leaves 
engraved locally, you can pay over several months 
and we can get the leaves engraved, as necessary.  
Any funds received now will be applied to the 
principal of the loan and reduce our interest.   
Please contact me with your questions at (517) 278-
3175, Anita Hoyt 

 
Card shower: 
Iva Dart will be turning 89 on August 3rd. If anyone 
wants to send her a card mail it attention to Iva Dart 
at  

 
She will be delighted to hear from you as she gets 
only one visit a week for 20 minutes from her 
daughter per Covid-19 rules.  Thank you, Sherry Dart 
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Prayer List 
 

 
*The family of Glenn Pratt 
*Deb Severson, Erika and Elizabeth as they grieve 
their loss of Mom and Grandma 
* All with COVID-19 
*Those on front lines fighting COVID-19 
*Scientists working on testing, treatments, and       
vaccines for COVID-19 

*Family of Greg Davis 
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Calendar 
*6:45 am Mon-Sat  
  Devotional Videos on Facebook 
Saturday, August 1 
Sunday, August 2—DS Dwayne Bagley 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
Monday, August 3—Offices are closed 

12:30 pm Prayer Group 
Tuesday, August 4—Offices are closed 
Wednesday, August 5—Offices are closed 
Thursday, August 6—Offices are closed 

6:30 pm SPRC Meeting  
Friday, August 7—Offices are closed 
Saturday, August 8 
Sunday, August 9—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
Monday, August 10  

12:30 pm Prayer Group  
6:00 pm Faith & Food  

Tuesday, August 11 
Wednesday, August 12—Bulletin Deadline 
Thursday, August 13 
 6:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
Friday, August 14—Offices are closed 
Saturday, August 15 

10:00 am Worship Team Meeting 
Sunday, August 16—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
Monday, August 17 

12:30 pm Prayer Group  
6:30 pm  Care & Outreach 

Tuesday, August 18 
6:00 pm Finance Meeting 
7:00 pm Administrative Council Meeting  

Wednesday, August 19—Bulletin Deadline 
Thursday, August 20—Newsletter Deadline 
Friday, August 21–Offices are closed 
Saturday, August 22 
Sunday, August 23—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
Monday, August 24 

12:30 pm Prayer Group 
6:30 pm Faith & Food  

Tuesday, August 25  
Wednesday, August 26—Bulletin Deadline 

6:00 pm Education Team Meeting 

Thursday, August 27 
Friday, August 28—Offices are closed 
Saturday, August 29  
Sunday, August 30—Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
Monday, August 31 

12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 
**Meeting locations to be determined, please check 
with your chairperson. 

August Birthdays 
1st      Dorothy Young 
3rd  Iva Dart 
4th  Pastor Julie & David Elmore 
6th Ron Bercaw 
 Katy Lenhardt 
 Janet Treacher 
 Jerry & Sandra Brown 
8th Betty Myers 
11th Rick Furney 
14th Peter Malefyt 
16th William Renner II 
 Travis Vorce 
18th David Kahler 
 Mary Lou Mahood 
19th Carol Conkchrite 
 David Elmore 
21st Jessie Lillis 
22nd  Amanda Malefyt 
25th Philip Furney 
 Joan Schafer 
 Krista Searls 
26th  Alan O’Leary  
30th Haley Robison 

Beverly Zeluff 
 Heath & Theresa Gillette 
31st Julie Nelson 
 Casey Putnam 
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1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
26 27 28 29 30 31 27 28 29 30

26 27 28 29 30
Meeting locations to be determined
Please check with your chairperson

2 3 4 5 Bulletin Deadline 6

9 10 11 12 Bulletin Deadline 13

16 Blood Pressure Cks 17 18 19 Bulletin Deadline 20 Newsletter Deadlin

23 24 25 26 Bulletin Deadline 27

30 31 Notes

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/

10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group

Rev. Julie Elmore Coldwater United Methodist Church
For the most current information view our online church calendar at

www.coldwaterum.org

Rev. Julie Elmore 6:00 pm Faith & Food

28 29
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:00 pm Education Mtg Church Offices Closed

Rev. Julie Elmore 6:30 pm Care & Outreach 7:00 pm Admin Council Mtg

21 22
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 Prayer Group 6:00 pm Finance Meeting Church Offices Closed

Rev. Julie Elmore 12:30 Prayer Group Meeting

6:00 pm Faith & Food

14 15
10:00 am Virtual 6:30 pm Trustees Mtg

Offices are closed

Church Offices Closed 10:00 am Worship Team 

 DS Bagley

7 8
10:00 am Virtual 12:30 pm Prayer Group 6:30 pm SPRC Meeting Church Offices Closed

31 1

August 2020
July '20 September '20

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday


