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With all my heart I glorify the Lord! In the depths of who I am I rejoice in
God my savior. (Luke 1:46-47)

Joseph’s Joy – Matthew 1:18-24

Prepare to Wonder 
In today’s Bible story, we find Joseph in a tough position. His soon-to-be wife is 
unexpectedly pregnant. Now Joseph must make a decision to marry her or to call off 
the engagement. While Joseph is contemplating this hard choice, an angel appears 
to him in a dream. The angel gives Joseph instructions to stay with Mary and to help 
raise God’s Son. Joseph listens to God’s messenger and does just as he was asked.

Like Joseph, we all have been in difficult situations, and sometimes we do not know 
what to do. But even in those hard and confusing times, God is there. God always 
shows up in unexpected ways. This story helps us see that God can help us when we 
don’t know what to do.

Sometimes we have to try to accept our circumstances and begin to move forward, 
even when it’s hard. We might not always understand or like what we are being 
asked to do. But when we follow God, we might find joy is coming. While none of 
this is easy, acceptance sometimes can lead us to gratitude. There is goodness in 
knowing God is there, and there is joy in knowing that we do not go it alone.

Spiritual Practice for Adults 
Even though we might be going through a difficult time or situation, the Advent 
season invites us to slow down, accept, and see there is joy coming. If we can pause 
and see there is God’s joy and understanding, even in the midst of confusion, we can 
begin to accept what is in front of us and have a clearer sense of what is to come. 
This week pause, go to God, and look for the joy God already has provided.
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Welcome to Wonder
Supplies: CEB Bible, Annual Music CD or song download, optional: Digital Class 

Pack

 • Gather together near your Wonder Table.

SAY: Today’s faith word is joy.

 • Show the children the “Joy” poster (Digital Class Pack).

SAY: The definition of joy is a feeling of gratitude and happiness. When we think of 
joy, we might think of celebrations and fun times.

WONDER: What brings you joy?

SING together

 • Use your Annual Music CD or download the song, “Joy” (https://www.cokesbury.
com/Celebrate-Wonder-Annual-Music).

 • Play the song, “Joy.”

 • Sing and celebrate.

Wonder with Me
Supplies: CEB Bible, Celebrate Wonder Bible Storybook, optional: Wonder Cube 

(Digital Class Pack)

READ the Bible Story

 • Read the Bible story, Matthew 1:18-24.

 • Roll the Wonder Cube. Take time to answer a few of the questions.

WATCH the Bible Story

 • Visit https://www.cokesbury.com/Celebrate-Wonder-Video to download and watch 
today’s Bible story, or watch on www.amplifymedia.com.

WONDER together

 • Was there joy in today’s Bible story?

 • What do you think it would be like to receive a message from an angel in a dream?

 • Would you have believed the angel? Why or why not?

CONTINUE to Wonder

 • What would you have said to the angel if you had been Joseph?

 • What do you think Joseph did first after he woke up from his dream?
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PRAY together

 • Dear God, help me be full of joy. Amen.

Experience Wonder—God Makes Me Grateful (Group 
Reflection)
Supplies: sheet of poster paper, markers

Prepare Ahead: Hang the poster paper where it is easily accessible to children.

 • Gather the children in a circle.

SAY: Today we will talk about joy. While Joseph was in a confusing situation, he 
chose to listen to God’s message. By choosing God’s way, he found joy. Sometimes 
in hard situations, we might forget there is joy all around us.

WONDER: Where do you see joy?

 • Invite the children to write or draw joyful messages on the paper. Encourage them 
to think of it as a gratitude list and to consider all the things they are grateful for.

SAY: Sometimes we forget that we have so much to be joyful about, especially at 
Christmastime. Joy is all around us, and we can thank God for that!

Spiritual Practice—Exploring Joy Through Celebration

Supplies: Advent Wreath (Digital Class Pack or real family Advent wreath), candles 
(real or LED), optional: Celebration Chart (Digital Class Pack) and Celebrate Wonder 
Family Activity Book

SAY: Today is the third Sunday of Advent. We will light the next candle on our 
Advent wreath.

 • Invite a child to color or help you light one of the purple candles on the wreath.

SAY: Joseph shared so much joy in our story today.

WONDER: What made Joseph so happy?

 • Direct the children to stand arm’s length apart.

SAY: Say the following chant after me:

 J— Jesus is coming 
O— On Christmas Day. 
Y— You can spread his message and follow his ways!

 • Encourage the children and their families to use the Celebration Chart (Digital 
Class Pack) and to read together the Winter 2020–21 Celebrate Wonder Family 
Activity Book (if purchased) at home this week.
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