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Pastor’s Ponderings  

 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

March 2021 
Scripture Focus: Ecclesiastes 3:11 

 
Did you know that March is National Craft month??  Perhaps those of you who 
are crafters already know this!  I was excited to find this out because it 
continues the theme we explored during Epiphany - God creates and continues 
to create, as well as the theme for Lent - God continues to shape and reshape us 
through our brokenness into the people God ultimately created us to be.  As God 
creates and recreates within us, God is perfecting us in love. 

 
When I think of crafts, I remember participating in a 6-week after-school arts & crafts session 
when I was in the third grade.  I found such joy and pleasure being able to stay after school and 
just create in the midst of others.  At camp, arts & crafts was one of my favorite activities.  I 
discovered that I was not as homesick when I was creating.  I also think about all the 4-H 
projects I made over the years - taking recycled materials to make placemats out of old 
greeting cards and magazines, pin cushions out of tuna cans and scraps of material and 
embellish shoes to make them prettier.  I’ve had some great arts & crafts teachers over the 
years and am grateful for them creating opportunities for youngsters to explore his/her/their 
own creativity. 

Services 
9:00 am    Classic Service 

9:15 am Children’s Sunday school 
10:00 am   Adult Sunday school 

10:30 am   Casual Service 
 

Church Office Hours  
Monday — Thursday 
9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

 

26 Marshall Street 
Coldwater, MI 49036 

Phone (517) 279-8402 
coldwaterum@gmail.com 

www.coldwaterum.org 
www.facebook.com/coldwaterum 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGbDaBgke3ctmHq1ctf37w 

mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
http://www.coldwaterum.org/
about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGbDaBgke3ctmHq1ctf37w
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When I was in high school, I remember preparing exhibits for the Berrien County Youth 
Fair.  One of my exhibits was a pair of decorated shoes.  I used puffy paint to decorate these 
canvas shoes and left them to dry while I worked on another project.  Somehow, one of my 
shoes fell from where it was drying, smudging some of the paint on one shoe.  I was 
mad!  However, I was not so mad that I could not see the possibilities of working with what 
was “wrong” and transforming it into something even more beautiful.  I ended up getting an 
“A” on this project at the Fair and a lesson that works of art are never really done - just 
evolving. 
 
Through this trip down memory lane, I am reminded of Ecclesiastes 3:11, which says, “God has 
made everything fitting in its time, but has also placed eternity in their hearts, without 
enabling them to discover what God has done from beginning to end” (CEB). God is always up 
to something. Even if we may not always see it, God is taking what we may perceive as 
good/bad/indifferent and creating something meaningful from it.  We may not see it now or 
may not even see it come to fruition in our lifetime, but God is always at work in our lives - 
perfecting us and others in love.   
 

How is God perfecting you in love during this season of your life?
               

 
 
 
 
 

"Mark Your Calendars" 

 
➢ Palm Sunday - March 28 
➢ Maundy Thursday - April 1 

➢ Good Friday - April 2 
➢ Easter - April 4 

 
**Specific service information to come. 
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Sermon Series 

 

  
Lent 2021 Worship Series ~ “Broken Vessels: 
A Lenten Season of Recovery” 
 

Each of us is created a precious and holy 
vessel of embodied love. We have been 
through a harrowing time since last Lent that 
has shattered our sense of wholeness, similar 
to a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In this 
Lenten “season of recovery,” we will explore 
the healing narratives of Jesus that tell of 
divine solidarity with human suffering and 
remind us that we can begin a journey 
toward making something beautiful from 
that which is seemingly broken.  Below are 
the sermon titles and scripture readings for 
Ash Wednesday and each Sunday in Lent: 
 

March 7 ~ Third Sunday in Lent –  
“Stories” - Matthew 9:27-33 

March 14 ~ Fourth Sunday in Lent –  
“Different Pictures” - Matthew 9:18-26 

March 21 ~ Fifth Sunday in Lent –  
“Restoration” - Matthew 8:18-27 

March 28 ~ Sixth Sunday in Lent –  
“Holy, Wholly” - Matthew 9:1-8 

 
 
 

Lenten Study 

 
Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s Guide to 
the Kingdom of Heaven 
by Amy-Jill Levine 
 
This year’s Lenten Study is Sermon on the 
Mount: A Beginner’s Guide to the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Amy-Jill Levine.   
 
Here is a bit about the study from the 
Cokesbury website: 
 
The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, 
contains some of Jesus’ most profound and 
most memorable teachings. What might 
these teachings have meant to his disciples 
and to the others who first heard them? 
How do they enhance our reading of the rest 
of the Gospel of Matthew, and how do they 
speak across the centuries to listeners 
today? How, if we pay careful attention to 
his words, does Jesus provide us a road map 
to living as God would have us live? 
 
This study is offered via zoom on Tuesday 
evenings 6:00 to 7:15 pm March 2, 9, 23, 30 
Thursday 6:00 to 7:15 pm March 18 
 

Nurse's Notes 

 
Nurse’s Notes will be back next month! 
 
Keep healthy, keep safe and keep praying! 
 
Lana Hunter, R.N. 
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Groups 

 
Rev. Julie leads Daily Devotions via 
Facebook Live.  To participate, simply go to 
the church’s Facebook page, “Coldwater 
United Methodist Church,” and you will find a 
devotional video Monday through Saturday 
at 6:45 am. Rev. Julie is leading from 
Disciplines:  A Book of Daily Devotions 2021 
Published by Upper Room Books, Nashville, 
TN   

  
 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in 
their 20’s, 30’s & 40’s – The group meets the 
Second & Fourth Mondays monthly from 
6:00-7:15 pm **Our next gatherings are via 
Zoom on March 8th and March 22nd. 
 

 
 
All God's Children—Please join us for our 
monthly meeting on the first Monday of every 
month at 6:30 PM via Zoom. 
 
We are a progressive group within our 
Coldwater United Methodist Church. Our  
Mission Statement explains who we are.  
“All God's Children is a community in Christ 
serving all God's children welcoming, 
celebrating and affirming those who are 
marginalized for any reason, including sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender 
expression”. 
 
Recently, we received a congratulatory letter 
about our global recognition with the 

Reconciling Ministries Network.  It was from 
the Mosaic United Methodist Church in 
Oklahoma City, OK, who are a Reconciling 
congregation. They congratulated us for 
making room for justice for Black lives, 
LGBTQ+ lives and immigrant lives and many 
others. They also went unto say how 
important it is to spread the love of God to 
those that have scars of fear, rejection and 
injustice especially in this climate we all are 
experiencing. We thank you Mosaic UMC for 
your encouraging words and support.  
 
If you have any questions you can contact 
Tony Garn at garnanthony@gmail.com or 
Lana Hunter at hunterpw@yahoo.com or the 
church office. 
 
Website: https://allgodschildren.info 
 
Lana Hunter (she/hers/hers) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:garnanthony@gmail.com
mailto:hunterpw@yahoo.com
https://allgodschildren.info/
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Committee News 

 
Message from your Finance Team 
Our operating budget consists of the cost of running the church and programs each year.  It 
does not include the cost of capital improvements (which are paid for from designated/trust 
funds) or outreach ministries (which are funded by specified donations).  Our operating budget 
for 2021, which was approved by Ad Council in January, is $249,000 (avg. $4,788 per week).  
 
Summary of our 2021 operating budget by category:                         Budget $          Budget % 
Operating expense  
(maintenance, utilities, bldg. & liability ins.)                    $87,246               35%               
Pastor - salary & benefits 
 (incl. health insurance & pension)                                 80,331               32%            
Pastor – reimburse travel, conference, professional exp.                       5,100                 2% 
Church Staff wages & payroll taxes & pulpit supply                              39,685               16% 
Program expense (worship, education, music, fellowship, etc.)          11,000                 5% 
Conference and District Ministry shares                                                  25,638               10% 
Total operating budget for 2021:                                                         $249,000             100% 
 
NOTE: detailed copies of the budget are available in the church office at your request. 
 
Budgeting during these uncertain times is challenging.  We don’t know when we will return to 
in-person worship or when our fellowship hall will be open again for the many groups that 
usually meet here on a regular basis.  Although we have saved on utility costs due to the 
building being closed, we have spent funds for enhanced technology, which has enabled our 
ministry to reach even more people in our community and beyond. 
 
Our ministry and outreach would not be possible without you.  We appreciate your continued 
generosity and faithful support as we continue to be the hands and feet of Christ. 
 
Ruth Proctor, Finance Chair   
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It’s time to register for 2021 Summer Church 
Camp! 
It may be snowing outside, but it’s already 
time to think about church camp for this 
summer.  Coldwater UMC is very blessed to 
have a trust fund gifted to us from the 
Faulkner Estate that will pay for 100% of your 
church camp fees.  Camping isn’t just for 
school age children.  There are adult camps 
and camps for young children with an 
adult.  The Endowment Committee would 
love to send everyone to camp who wishes to 
attend. 
 
Check out the following websites for camp 
information and how to sign up: 

• Michigan Conference 
Camps:  https://umcamping.org = 
Wesley Woods, Lake Michigan Camp & 
Retreat Center, and Lake Huron Retreat 
Center.  Includes camping programs for 
elementary, middle school, high school 
and adults 

• Lake Louise Christian 
Community:  https://lakelouisecommu
nity.org – includes Teddy Bear Camp 
(beginning at age 4) and camps for 
elementary, middle school and high 
school ages 

  

Here is what to do: 
1. Register for camp and pay the camp 

deposit, which will be reimbursed to 
you later. 

2. Fill out a Camp Scholarship Application 
form and return it to church by 
Monday, April 19.  The forms will be in 
the Endowment mailbox or contact 
Michele for a form.   

3. The Endowment Committee meets on 
April 22 to vote on funding camp 
scholarships. 

4. Coldwater UMC will pay the balance of 
your camp fees directly to the camp. 

5. Enjoy camp this summer! 
6. Coldwater UMC will reimburse you for 

your camp deposit after you return. 
With a week of camp costing about $400, this 
is a wonderful opportunity for our youth.   
Please contact me or Pastor Julie with your 
questions. 
 
Ruth Proctor, Endowment Chair: (517) 741-
3817 or email: ruth@accountingtaxpros.com 
Pastor Julie: (517) 279-8402 (church) or 
email: jyelmore@gmail.com 

 
Children’s Sunday School is on our website—
Since we are not having our traditional 
Children’s Sunday School in person, we have 
made an online option available.  Please visit 
our website at 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-
sunday-school  
Here you can access the entire curriculum and 
videos for our Winter Sessions.  Please 
contact the office if you have any issues 
accessing any of the links.  Enjoy! 

https://umcamping.org/
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/
https://lakelouisecommunity.org/
mailto:ruth@accountingtaxpros.com
mailto:jyelmore@gmail.com
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
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Announcements and Updates 

 

 
Passing Forward 
In November 2019, the Mary and Martha 
Diner (M&M) was awarded nearly $11,000 
from Women Who Care of Branch County to 
use to purchase food and operate the Diner. 
The food purchased and prepared by the 
diner has fed approximately 75 guests who 
come from all walks of life and come to the 
diner for many different reasons.  The M&M 
Diner has been in operation every Thursday 
night, with special dinners around holidays, 
since 2008.  We are most appreciative of all 
who have contributed to this mission. 
 
It has been a most rewarding experience for 
the six teams serving as well as the guests we 
have served. The blessing of receiving the 
added funding from our community signifies 
the generosity of the town and the worth 
they see for the continuance of the Coldwater 
United Methodist Church’s Mary & Martha 
Diner. 
 
Since the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and the need to close the M&M Diner for the 
moment, we have been able to prayerfully 
discern ways to keep the funds we would 
have spent during these weeks had we been 
open.  Through these funds, we have been 
able to feed and house those suffering from 

loss of jobs and shelter, especially during this 
recent winter’s bitter cold spell. 
 
To be certain that the portion of funds that 
would have been used through the M&M 
Diner during its down time was moving 
forward acceptably, a director of Women 
Who Care was informed of our thoughts. 
These thoughts included the passing of food 
gift cards through organizations such as The 
Coach Eby Center, Family Promise, BCCADSV, 
Beginnings Care for Life, Tommy’s House, and 
Jacob’s Well. She was most receptive of this 
and thanked us for our time and efforts 
toward this cause. 
 
As soon as we are told it is safe to begin 
thinking about plans to re-open the Mary & 
Martha Diner, we will let you know of a 
meeting date for re-organization and 
ultimately re-opening. 
 
We remain in God’s service and with His 
blessing, 
 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
Jan & Bill Robison 
Joan & John Rohloff 
 
 

 
 
At this time, you may mail your contribution 
to the church or contact financial institution 
to do bill pay. 
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Responding to Severe Weather in the 
Southern US 
Last week’s winter storm--unofficially named 
Winter Storm Uri—led to winter weather 
alerts for 170 million people. The state 
of Texas has been hit particularly hard, 
resulting in power blackouts, loss of heat and 
broken pipes. As the snow and ice melts, 
flooding will be a significant problem. 
UMC and other churches are serving as 
warming shelters and food banks. 
Meanwhile, the same storm system spawned 
tornados in the Carolinas, destroying homes. 
UMCOR, working with Conference Disaster 
Relief Coordinators, is providing immediate 
funding to assist annual conferences and will 
provide long-term support once the damage 
is fully assessed. Your help is needed, today.  
Gifts for these relief efforts are being 
collected February 28 & March 7 to help with 
the relief efforts.  Checks can be made to 
“Coldwater UMC” and include in the memo 
line “UMCOR U.S. Disaster Response.” 
  
Join the Multi-Media Team @ CUMC!! 
Coldwater UMC is looking for 2-3 additional 
people to create and project worship slides to 
continue enhancing our Sunday worship 
services.  Computer skills are a must and gifts 
of creativity are a welcome bonus on this 
team.  Training available.   If you are 
interested, please contact the church office at 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or 279-8402. 

 
FROM “THEY” TO “WE” ~  
UMCOR Sunday ~ March 14 
UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee 
on Relief, and yet they are anything but a 
typical committee. They are a program by the 
General Board of Global Ministries taking 
action when disaster strikes around the 
globe.  
We will be highlighting and taking a special 
offering for UMCOR during our next Special 
Sunday on March 14.  
UMCOR acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s 
church, moving towards the most vulnerable 
in their time of need. Helping people in their 
darkest days doesn’t have to be something 
“they” do, it can be something “we” do. We 
hope that you will give generously this 
upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that we, along 
with our United Methodist congregations 
around the globe, can share compassionate 
relief in the midst of devastation.  
Until then, let’s be praying for the volunteers, 
the lives they touch, and for hearts to be 
moved. 

 
Easter Lilies and Tulips can be purchased.  
Please submit the order form by March 8. 

 
Hello United Methodist Family, 
Thank you for your continued loving and 
faithful support of Jacob’s Well Ministries.  
We are touching lives in the name of Christ 
and showing them the evidence of God’s 
goodness over their life. 
Blessings,  Sherri Burge, Exec. Director 

mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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Thank you so much for thinking of me.  I am 
enjoying the Valentine and Lenten treats.  I 
appreciate being able to take part this Lenten 
season at home.  Thank you, Linda. 

 
Dear UMC,   
It’s been a crazy year at the Pantry.  As you 
can imagine, the Pantry has been extra busy 
with the community need that has developed 
as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  In 
addition, the need to provide our community 
with holiday boxes increased our need for 
support.  2020 saw 12,587 boxes of food 
distributed to local families in need.  Your 
donation has helped the weekly food 
distributions and the annual holiday 
distribution be successful.  As the need has 
expanded, our work has only been possible 
because of contributions from thoughtful 
people and organizations like yours. 
 
Thank you so much for your most generous 
donation of $784.64 on 1/26/21. 
 
As you know, each and every donation is 
shared with local individuals, and we could 
not manage without the generosity of 
community members such as yourselves.  
We plan to continue serving the community 
through the pandemic and after things return 
to “normal”.  Thank you so much for your 
support.  We, and those we serve, sincerely 
appreciate your generosity. 
 
Yours truly, Branch Area Food Pantry 
Volunteers & Clients 
 

Prayer List 

*Family of Mary Ann Bair 
*Family of Dorothy Witmyer 
*Our leaders, our nation, our world 
*Those with COVID-19 and their families 
*Those working on the front lines  
*Teachers, students, parents, and school 
staff 
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Calendar 

 

*6:45 am Mon-Sat Devotional 
Videos on Facebook 
1 Monday 
 12:30 pm  Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm  All God’s Children 
2 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm  Lenten Study 
3 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
4 Thursday 
 6:30 pm  SPRC Meeting  
5 Friday–Offices are closed 
6 Saturday 
7 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 Communion 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service  
8 Monday—Deadline for flower orders 
 12:30 pm  Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm  Faith & Food 
9 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm  Lenten Study 
10 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 6:30 pm  Task Force Meeting 
11 Thursday 
 6:30 pm   Trustees Meeting 
12 Friday—Offices are closed 
13 Saturday 
 10:00 am  Worship Team Meeting 
14 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
15 Monday 
 12:30 pm  Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm  Care & Outreach 
16 Tuesday 
 7:00 pm  Administrative Meeting 
17 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 

18 Thursday  
 6:00 pm  Lenten Study 
19 Friday—Offices are closed 
20 Saturday 
 10:00 am  Worship Team 
21 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
22 Monday 
 12:30 pm  Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm  Faith & Food 
23 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm   Lenten Study 
24 Wednesday 
 6:00 pm  Education Team Meeting 
25 Thursday—Newsletter Deadline 
26 Friday—Offices are closed 
27 Saturday 
28  Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
29 Monday  
 12:30 pm  Prayer Group 
30 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm  Lenten Study 
31 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
 

 
**Meeting locations to be determined, please check 
with your chairperson. 
 
 
  
 

 

 

M
a
r
c
h 
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S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
28 25 26 27 28 29 30

28 1 2 3 Bulletin Deadline 4

7 Communion 8 9 10 Bulletin Deadline 11

14 Daylight Saving 15 16 17 Bulletin Deadline 18

21 22 23 24 Bulletin Deadline 25 Newsletter Deadline

28 Palm Sunday 29 30 31 1

4 5

March 2021
February '21 April '21

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

6:30 pm Reconciling Group

5 6
12:30 Prayer Group 6:00 pm Lenten Study 6:30 pm SPRC Mtg Church Offices Closed

12 13
10:00 am Virtual Service 12:30 Prayer Group 6:00 pm Lenten Study 6:30 pm Task Force Mtg. 6:30 pm Trustees Mtg Church Offices Closed

6:00 pm Faith & Food

19 20
10:00 am Virtual Service 12:30 Prayer Group 7:00 pm Admin Council Mtg St Patrick's Day 6:00 pm Lenten Study Church Offices Closed 10:00 am Worship Team

6:30 pm Care & Outreach  

26 27
10:00 am Virtual Service 12:30 Prayer Group 6:00 pm Lenten Study 6:00 pm Education Comm Church Offices Closed

6:00 pm Faith & Food

2 3
10:00 am Virtual Service 12:30 Prayer Group 6:00 pm Lenten Study

https://www.vertex42.com/calendars/

Coldwater United Methodist Church
For the most current information view our online church calendar at

www.coldwaterum.org


