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Services 

10:00 am  Virtual Services 

Online Service viewing platforms 

www.coldwaterum.org 
 

www.facebook.com/coldwaterum 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGbDaBgke3ctmHq1ctf37w 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday — Thursday 
9:00 am — 3:00 pm 

Call for an appointment 

Contact Us 

26 Marshall Street 
Coldwater, MI 49036 

Phone (517) 279-8402 
coldwaterum@gmail.com 

 

http://www.coldwaterum.org/
about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGbDaBgke3ctmHq1ctf37w
mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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Pastors Ponderings 

 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
January 2021 
Scripture Emphasis: Matthew 6:25-34 
 
Happy New Year!  Praise God for 2021!!  I 
believe a lot of us have been waiting for 2020 
to be over and are looking ahead to what 
2021 will bring! 
 
This year, I am trying something new with my 
Pastor’s Ponderings.  Have you ever been 
watching the news, or perhaps noticed on 
Facebook that someone will say or post on 
October 28, something to the effect, “Today is 
National Chocolate Lover’s Day!  What will 
you be doing to celebrate?” Then they go on 
to share facts about how much chocolate is 
produced each year, when the most chocolate 
is sold and what really draws us to chocolate.  
My friend, Emily, keeps me abreast of these 
special days in the year and as she does, she 
always brings a smile to my face.  Throughout 
2021, my hope is to bring a smile to your face 
with unique insights about what makes each 
month special. 
As I am sure you are aware, there also special 
designations each month such as Domestic 
Violence Awareness month, Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, and even a National Hot 
Tea month!  Can you believe it?  Each month 
in 2021, I am going to choose a special 
designation each month, tie it to scripture 
and reflect upon it.  Again, my hope is to 

bring a smile to your face and even challenge 
all of us a bit when needed. 
So, what about that National Hot Tea month?  
Did you know that January is National Hot 
Tea Month?  Yes, indeed it is!  There is 
nothing like a warm mug of hot tea in the 
middle of the day or at the end of the day to 
foster reflection on one’s day.  Perhaps some 
of us go a step further and reflect upon how 
God is working in our lives and world as we 
enjoy that warm mug of hot tea.  When I 
think of hot tea, I think of the peace and calm 
it brings me as I sit alone in my comfy chair or 
the joy of sharing conversation with a friend 
over hot tea - these days the chats are via 
zoom.  When I think of the peace and calm, I 
am assured that God is the source of these 
gifts and to further lean into God throughout 
each day.   
Scripture is full of comforting passages, 
including one from Matthew 6:25-34.  
Through this passage Jesus encourages us not 
to worry about our lives - what we eat or 
drink or what we will wear.  Those things are 
being taken care of by God - sometimes 
behind the scenes and often in ways that we 
are not expecting.  God takes care of the birds 
and flowers; therefore, God will take care of 
us as well.   
Some of us are worriers.  We may worry 
about our health or the health of another.  
We may worry about the decisions our kids or 
others we love are making.  We may worry 
what is next for us after the COVID-19 
Pandemic is under control.  We may worry 
about how we are going to get through the 
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darkest months of the year.  How many hours 
to our lives does worrying gain us?  Zip, zero, 
zilch!  In our worries, may lean into God’s 
strength and providence, looking up those 
scriptures of encouragement and take heart 
that we are not on this journey of faith alone.  
May we find peace and comfort, knowing 
God has it all in hand. 
 
In Christ’s Service, 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
 

Sermon Series 

 
Epiphany Sermon Series ~ “Created Anew” 
 
This season of Epiphany, we are celebrating 
God’s creativity, as well as our own in this 
season of new beginnings. 
 
January 3 ~ First Sunday after the Epiphany 
Scripture:  Genesis 1:1-5 
Message Title: “God Created. Now What?”  
 
January 10 ~ Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany  
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Message Title: “Creating Christian Freedom” 
Special: “Holy Communion” 
 
January 17 ~ Third Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
Scripture: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Message Title: “Creativity in Connection” 
 
January 24 ~ Fourth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 

Scripture:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Message Title: “Being the Epiphany” 
 
January 31 ~ Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Scripture:  Isaiah 40:21-31 
Message Title: “Never-Ending Creativity” 
 
February 7 ~ Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Scripture:  2 Kings 5:1-14 
Message Title: “Creating the Extraordinary in 
the Ordinary” 
 
February 14 ~ Transfiguration Sunday 
Scripture:  Mark 9:2-9 
Message Title: “Descending to Share the 
Story” 
 

"Mark Your Calendars"  

• Ash Wednesday - February 17 
• Palm Sunday - March 28 
• Maundy Thursday - April 1 
• Good Friday - April 2 
• Easter - April 4 

 

Nurse's Notes 

 
Well, we are still quarantined. Record 
numbers of people are getting are dying 
of COVID-19. People that we know are 
contracting this disease and many are dying. 
We feel helpless, confused, and crazy with the 
changes in our lives. I go back to a post on 
Facebook that Cheryl Cowell wrote, and I 
wrote on in May 2020.  Ten months have 
gone by since the pandemic started but these 
prayers of encouragement still ring true until 
all are vaccinated. 
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1. I pray that the next time a friend grabs 

me pulls me in for a hug, I take the 
time to appreciate the gift of embrace. 

2. I pray when you drop your children off 
at school that you take the time to 
thank the staff for the amazing gift 
that they give the community. 

3. I pray the next time sitting in a crowed 
restaurant I take the time to look 
around at the smiling faces, loud voices 
and thank God for the gift of 
Community. 

4. I pray that the next time I'm standing in 
church listening to voices of praise and 
worship that I take a moment to thank 
God for the congregation and church 
family. 

5. I pray that the next time I see a person 
or situation that needs prayer, I hope I 
pray as passionately and fervently as I 
have in these last months. 

6. I pray that when I am at the grocery 
store that I take a moment to thank 
God that he provides us with the 
necessities of life and the amazing 
people who work so hard to keep us 
supplied, 

7. I pray that I never again take for 
granted the ability to hop in the car 
and visit a friend, go shopping, and go 
to a gathering without a mask.  

 
We now have two vaccines that are 
approximately 95% effective against COVID-
19 that are being given.  Please when it is 
available to you, I encourage you to get it. 
But until all people are vaccinated please, 

please continue wearing your masks, washing 
your hands, or sanitizing and stay at least 6 
feet away from folks. I know this is old and 
difficult advice but please try. 
If we get vaccinated and do our part with 
public health guidelines just maybe, our 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year 
festivities will be back to some normalcy for 
this brand-New Year of 2021.  I pray this will 
be so. 
 

Keep healthy, safe and be Blessed in this New 
Year!  Lana Hunter, R. N. 
 

Groups 

 
Rev. Julie leads Daily Devotions via 
Facebook Live.  To participate, simply go to 
the church’s Facebook page, “Coldwater 
United Methodist Church,” and you will find a 
devotional video Monday through Saturday 
at 6:45 am. Rev. Julie will be leading from 
Coffee with God: 365 Devotions to Perk Up 
Your Day by Sarah Arthur.  

 
 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in 
their 20’s, 30’s & 40’s – The group meets the 
Second & Fourth Mondays monthly from 
6:00-7:15 pm **Our next gatherings are via 
Zoom on January 11th and January 25th. 

 
 
All God's Children—The All God's Children 
Community (formerly the Reconciling Group) 
within our church is proud to announce that 
we are now a registered group of the global 
Reconciling Ministries Network.   The 
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announcement will be out soon on the web 
page of Reconciling Ministries Network or 
rmn.org 
In order to become registered with the global 
RMN we had to come up with a Mission 
Statement that would be inclusive. We came 
up with a statement that's a take on our 
church's Mission Statement. 
      “All God's Children is a community in 
Christ, serving all God's children, welcoming, 
celebrating and affirming those who are 
marginalized for any reason, including sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender 
expression.” 
 

All God's Children started approximately a 
year a half ago in a church member's home 
and since has met monthly in the church until 
COVID-19 hit.  We restarted having monthly 
meetings this September via Zoom. And will 
continue this format until it is safe for in 
house gatherings. 
 

We meet every 1st Monday of the month at 
6:30 PM via Zoom. We have a short business 
meeting then participate in a Bible study 
called, “Faithful and Inclusive” by Rob 
Fuquay. This study is tackling all the questions 
we have about the Bible and gender identity. 
After this Bible study we will then find 
another study that is pertinent. 
Please join us on Dec.7, 2020 at 6:30PM via 
Zoom and find out what we are all about. 
 

If you have any questions you can contact 
Tony Garn at garnanthony@gmail.com or 
Lana Hunter at hunterpw@yahoo.com. Or 
call the church's office. 
  

Website: https://allgodschildren.info 

Committee News 

 
Children’s Sunday School is ready on our 
website—Since we are not having our 
traditional Children’s Sunday School in 
person, we have made an online option 
available.  Please visit our website at 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-
sunday-school  
Here you can access the entire curriculum and 
videos for our Fall Sessions.  Please contact 
the office if you have any issues accessing any 
of the links.  Enjoy! 
 

Announcements and Updates 

 
At this time, you may mail your contribution 
to the church or contact financial institution 
to do bill pay. 

 
 
Join the Multi-Media Team @ CUMC!! 
Coldwater UMC is looking for 2-3 additional 
people to create and project worship slides to 
continue enhancing our Sunday worship 
services.  Computer skills are a must and gifts 
of creativity are a welcome bonus on this 
team.  Training available.   If you are 
interested, please contact the church office at 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or 279-8402. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:garnanthony@gmail.com
mailto:hunterpw@yahoo.com
https://allgodschildren.info/
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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The Enneagram Journey  
A video Curriculum with Suzanne Stabile 
January – March 2021  
In this 12-part curriculum, participants will 
explore the Enneagram, a powerful tool for 
learning more about ourselves - why we do 
the things we do (and don't do), how we can 
become more aware of the workings of our 
personalities, and how we can grow and seek 
transformation for greater balance and 
wholeness.  
Start date: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 - There 
is a “Come and See” opportunity on Tuesday, 
January 12 for interested folks to learn more 
about the class.  
Classes will be online through Zoom 
Tuesdays from 2 to 4:30pm 
 January 26, February 2, 9, 16 & 23, March 2, 
9, & 16 If there is sufficient interest, 
facilitators will be available for 30 minutes 
prior to the start of class for answering 
questions, reviewing class information, or just 
chatting about the Enneagram.  
Registration & Cost: $30 to purchase guide 
and video access  
Course Topics:  
✓ 1st class: Milestone One: The 

Enneagram Journey  

✓ 2nd class: Milestones Two and Three: 

Three Ways of Moving through the 

World – Stances; and Three Ways of 

Meeting the World – Triads  

✓ 3rd class: Milestone Four: A Tour of the 

Nine Numbers  

✓ 4th class: Milestones Five and Six: 

What’s Driving Us – The Passions; and 

Self-Care on the Journey – Wings, 

Stress, and Security  

✓ 5th class: Milestone Seven: Signposts 

Along the Way – Motivations and 

Messages  

✓ 6th class: Milestones Eight and Nine: 

Seeking Balance – Elevating Your 

Repressed Center; and Slowing Down – 

Managing Your Dominant Center  

✓ 7th class: Milestones Ten and Eleven: 

The Road Goes On – Care and 

Transformation of Your Number; and 

Landmarks – Putting Your Number in 

Larger Context  

✓ 8th class: Milestone Twelve: Fellow 

Travelers – Tips from Enneagram 

Companions 

 
Please follow the link below to get more 
information and sign up. 
https://michiganumc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/12/2021-Enneagram-
Journey-Description.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-Enneagram-Journey-Description.pdf
https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-Enneagram-Journey-Description.pdf
https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2021-Enneagram-Journey-Description.pdf
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CUMC Christmas Impacts 2020…So Far… 
 
Sometimes we may wonder how God is 
working through us.  As Rev. Julie is known to 
say, “God is always up to something.”  Here is 
what God has been up to through us… 
 
Shared by Kimberly Bolz-Sweebe (Mom of 
Aiden, Brady & Rhys from Christmas Eve 
videos)  
How her family paid forward the gift card in 
their Coldwater UMC Christmas Eve bag: 
“We created a gift basket for our mail lady 
and included the food gift certificate as well.” 

 
 
Posted by Brandi Killian on Facebook on 
December 25 at 8:30 pm 
“Just now, Noah climbed up on his toys to 
turn the lights off in our house. I was 
wondering what in the world he was doing 
until he brought me his church candles and 
asked me to turn them on. Then he motioned 
to the tv. He wanted to watch our Christmas 
Eve church service again!  
Silent night began to play, and up went 
Noah's candles again as he swayed back and 
forth. 

It really had an impact on him.”  
 
We are looking for other stories to post in our 
February 2021 Newsletter of how you and 
your family paid forward the gift card you 
received or how you have observed God at 
work through Coldwater UMC!!  Please send 
to office at coldwaterum@gmail.com or send 
via 26 Marshall Street, Coldwater. 
 

 
 

From Rev. Julie ~ Thank You!! 
Dear Members and Friends of the Coldwater 
UMC, Thank you for the VERY generous love 
gift you have all collectively gave me for 
Christmas this year.  It warms my heart that 
in the middle of one of the most difficult years 
in the world, to receive us a token of 
appreciation and encouragement in such a 
miraculous way.  I plan to purchase a new 
clergy robe soon with a portion of this 
gift.  The remaining amount will be spent on 
those things that bring me joy and renewal 
each Friday (the day I take for sabbath).   
 
Thank you, also for your prayers, words, 
cards, and messages of encouragement 
throughout the pandemic.  God has worked 
through you to remind me that I am blessed 
to be able to get up each morning and serve 
as the Pastor God has called me to be.  I look 
forward to continuing to work together, learn 
together, celebrate together, and live out our 
mutual call together - being a community in 
Christ serving all God’s children as we make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. 

mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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May God continue to bless you with the 
presence of the Holy Spirit and all those 
things necessary to live an abundant life in 
Christ. 
Grace, Peace & Love, Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore

 
There have been moments in my life in 
which I prayed and prayed for something 
and, to my chagrin, I was not 
accommodated.  I used to think that prayer 
doesn’t work ‘cause I’m not getting what I 
want.  As I have grown in my faith I have 
realized, what many of you already know, 
that God does not provide every little prayer 
that we send up to him.  I have found that 
quite often, or more accurately, every time, 
He had a much better plan.  Yup that ole 
verse is true…He knows the plans and yes, 
His plans are better.  
I recall giving up a job that I had a difficult 
time leaving.  I searched for other jobs and I 
prayed that I would get ‘this one or that 
one’.  In turn I was frustrated when I was not 
selected.  One day I was flipping through the 
Shopper’s Guide and found an ad for a 
position that I half-heartedly skimmed over.  
Then a few days later that ad kept whirling 
around in my mind and I felt this urge, or 
more so probably a nudge to get my resume 
together.  I could not remember the 
complete details of the ad, however.  I dug 
the Shopper’s Guide out of the trash and 
could not find the ad!  Was it in the previous 
week’s paper?  The nudge was stronger, and 
I racked my brain for the details.  I raced to 
drop off the resume just to find that they 
were closed.  I waited the weekend, almost 

changing by mind but then came back on 
Monday.  I was greeted by a warm smile and 
it was then, I knew.  This is where God 
wanted me.  His plans not mine.  For how 
long, I did not know but I was hired and 
more importantly, welcomed!   
 
Fast forward to the year of 2020…it has been 
a struggle for the entire world.  So many have 
been tested in ways that we have never been 
tested before.  I have been blessed to be 
employed by those who have graced me with 
the ability to work from the office and at 
home so that I have been able to be there for 
my son during this transition.  I have prayed 
and prayed this year, not for myself or my 
situation but for those in this world who are 
being tested, those that have become 
isolated, and especially those who are being 
pulled away from their faith.  Those who have 
lost so much.   
I know that, though sometimes the darkness 
creeps in, that God is always there to guide us 
through.  He is the light in the dark.  But we 
must be patient and trust in Him, not our 
earthly desires or demands. He has a plan for 
us even when we cannot see it.  
I am blessed to have spent time with my 
family, I am blessed to have strengthened my 
faith, and I am blessed to work in a church 
that excels at giving and being supportive.  
Thank you so very much for your wonderful 
monetary gift, not only this Christmas, but 
your love and support all year long.  Thank 
you for being a part of God’s plan and joining 
me on this journey.  
 
With a grateful heart, Michele Broughman 
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Calendar 

 

*6:45 am Mon-Sat Devotional Videos on 
Facebook 
 
1 Friday—Offices are closed 
 New Year’s Day 
2 Saturday—Bulletin Deadline 
3 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service 
4 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm All God’s Children 
5 Tuesday 
6 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
7 Thursday 
 6:30 pm SPRC Meeting  
8 Friday–Offices are closed 
9 Saturday 
10 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service  
11 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm Faith & Food 
12 Tuesday 
13 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
14 Thursday 
 6:30 pm  Trustees Meeting 
15 Friday—Offices are closed 
16 Saturday 
 10:00 am Worship Team Meeting 
17 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am Virtual Service 
18 Monday—Offices are closed in observance of 
Martin Luther King Day 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:30 pm Care & Outreach 
19 Tuesday 
 6:00 pm Finance Meeting 
7:00 pm Administrative Meeting 
20 Wednesday—Bulletin Deadline 
  
21 Thursday  
22 Friday—Offices are closed 

23 Saturday 
24 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
25 Monday 
 12:30 pm Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm Faith & Food 
26 Tuesday 
27 Wednesday 
 5:30 pm Endowment Meeting 
 6:00 pm Education Team Meeting 
28 Thursday 
29 Friday—Offices are closed 
30 Saturday 
31 Sunday—Rev. Julie Elmore 
 10:00 am  Virtual Service 
  

 
**Meeting locations to be determined, please check 
with your chairperson. 
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For the most current information view our online church calendar at

Church Offices Closed

Newsletter Deadline

23

8

15

6:30 pm SPRC Mtg

9

10:00 am Virtual Service12:30 pm Prayer Group 5:30 pm Endowment Mtg.

6:30 pm Care & Outreach

6:00 pm Faith & Food 6:00 pm Education Team Mtg.

22
10:00 am Virtual ServiceMartin Luther King Jr Day6:00 pm Finance Meeting

Church Offices Closed 7:00 pm Admin Meeting

12:30 pm Prayer Group

6:00 pm Faith & Food

10:00 am Virtual Service12:30 pm Prayer Group Church Offices Closed6:30 pm Trustees Mtg

16

6:30 pm All God's Children

10:00 am Virtual Service12:30 pm Prayer Group

January 2021

Church Offices Closed

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday

December '20 February '21

SaturdayThursday
1 New Year's Day 2

10:00 am Worship Team

31

Church Offices Closed

Church Offices Closed

www.coldwaterum.org

Coldwater United Methodist Church


