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CENTERING THOUGHT 

 

 “Truth sees God, and wisdom 
contemplates God, and from these two 

comes a third, a holy and wonderful 
delight in God, who is love.”  

 
― Julian of Norwich, Revelations of 

Divine Love 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/360743
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/360743
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WELCOME 

We are glad to have you with us today. 

 

Hearing devices and large print hymnals are available from the ushers. 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated the first Sunday of every month. 

   

Ways to connect with us 
 

The Options for viewing this Sunday’s Service: 
YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRGbDaBgke3ctmHq1ctf37w. 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/coldwaterum/. 
 

Coldwater UMC website 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/ 

 
Coldwater United Methodist Church website Sermons page: 

https://www.coldwaterum.org/copy-of-sermons 
 

Coldwater United Methodist Church website bulletins page: 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/newsletters-bulletins 

 
Coldwater UMC updated calendar 
https://www.coldwaterum.org/calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that all bulletin information & updates need to be submitted to the 

Administrative Assistant each Wednesday by 9:00 am.   

Thank you for your assistance. 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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10:00 am – Church Service 

 Prelude                                                                                                               “A Christmas Medley” 
  Arr. C. Garn 

 Gathering Song   “A Community in Christ” 
 Welcome & Announcements  
 Passing the Peace of Christ * 
 Call to Worship *   

Leader:  The Christmas tree lights have dimmed.  
People:  The once-wrapped gifts have been shared.  
Leader:  But the awesome love of God still shines brightly in our hearts.  
People:  Our spirits resound with the good news of salvation.  
Leader:  God is with us!  
People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 Hymn* UMH # 234   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (Vs. 1,3,6) 
 Hymn* UMH # 240   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 Scripture    Luke 2:22-40 
 Children’s Moment    
 Message Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore    “Enjoying Company ~ Even Virtual Company” 
 Responsive Hymn UMH # 218  “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” (Vs. 1,3,4) 

W&S # 3059  “Love Has Come” 
 Offering/Tithes    
 Doxology   UMH # 95  “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 Pastoral & Lord’s Prayer 
 Closing Hymn *  W&S # 3067  “Welcome to Our World” 
   UMH # 246  “Joy to the World” (Vs. 1,2,4) 
 Benediction * 
 Benediction Response * W&S # 3130  “Come, Emmanuel” (Verse 1 only)   

 Carrying out the Light * 

 Postlude     “Joy to the World” 
     Music: Lowell Mason (1848) 
     Arr. By C. Garn 

*Please stand as able 
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Announcements 

Join the Multi-Media Team @ Coldwater UMC!!  Coldwater UMC is looking for 2-3 additional 
people to create and project worship slides to continue enhancing our Sunday worship 
services.  Computer skills are a must and gifts of creativity are a welcome bonus on this 
team.  Training available.   If you are interested, please contact the church office at 
coldwaterum@gmail.com or 279-8402. 

 
All of God’s Children (formerly Reconciling Group) meets the first Monday of each month at 
6:30 pm via Zoom.  Please contact Tony Garn or the office for more information. 

“All God's Children is a community in Christ, serving all God's children, welcoming, 
celebrating and affirming those who are marginalized for any reason, including sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.” 

 
Children’s Sunday School is ready on our website—Since we are not having our traditional 
Children’s Sunday School in person, we have made an online option available.  Please visit our 
website at https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school  
Here you can access the entire curriculum and videos for our Fall Sessions.  Please contact the 
office if you have any issues accessing any of the links.  Enjoy! 

 
At this time, you may mail your contribution to the church or contact financial institution to 
do bill pay. 

 
Rev. Julie leads Daily Devotions via Facebook Live.  To participate, simply go to the church’s 
Facebook page, “Coldwater United Methodist Church,” and you will find a devotional video 
Monday through Saturday at 6:45 am. Rev. Julie will be leading from Coffee with God: 365 
Devotions to Perk Up Your Day by Sarah Arthur.  

 
Faith & Food – A Bible Study for those in their 20’s, 30’s & 40’s – The group meets the Second 
& Fourth Mondays monthly from 6:00-7:15 pm. **Our next gathering is via Zoom Video 
conferencing on December 28th. 
   
Rev. Julie will be out of the office December 28th- January 3rd.   
Michele will be out of the office December 28th and 29th. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
https://www.coldwaterum.org/children-s-sunday-school
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Announcements 

UMCOR US Disaster Response and Recovery 
UMCOR is responding to storms in the Gulf and wildfires in the West - Join us in giving our 
neighbors relief and helping them recover.  UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters of such 
magnitude that they overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own. Through UMCOR, 
United Methodists extend loving care to people within the United States. When disaster strikes, 
it is local churches that provide the first response to their communities. This basic 
understanding—that disaster response is local—forms the foundation for UMCOR’s US disaster 
training and response. When responding to a disaster in the United States, UMCOR provides 
training, financial assistance, expertise, community collaboration to churches and partners 
making them more resilient to disasters. 

To donate by check, please make your check payable to Advance GCFA and the Advance 
number on the memo line and mail to:  Advance GCFA, PO Box 9068 GPO, New York, NY 
10087-9068.  To donate by phone, please call:1-800-862-4246 

 
Rev. Julie will be preaching at Rev. Susan 
Reichenberg’s Installation Service at First 
Presbyterian Church of Coldwater on December 27th 
at 4:00 pm.  

 
CHRISTMAS OFFERING –This year the Christmas 
offering is being split between the Branch Area Food 
Pantry and the Midwest Mission Distribution Center.   
Branch Area Food Pantry: 
https://branchareafoodpantry.com/ 
Who Are We?  The Branch Area Food Pantry, an all 
volunteer organization,  began in a closet at St. 
Charles church more than 30 years ago. As the need for food support in Branch County 
expanded, the Pantry quickly outgrew its home and eventually moved into its current home on 
Pierson Street.  
Midwest Mission: http://www.midwestmission.org/ 
Who Are We?  Since opening for ministry in 2000, Midwest Mission has been showing God’s 
Love in practical ways through the distribution of education, health, micro-business, and 
disaster relief supplies meeting basic human needs around the world and around the corner. A 
“hands-on” mission experience is provided to those who serve at Midwest Mission which brings 
hope to those receiving supplies 
 
 

tel:1-800-862-4246
https://branchareafoodpantry.com/
http://www.midwestmission.org/
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Announcements 

Amplify Media ~ Online Studies ~ Check It Out!!—As you know, Coldwater UMC is in the middle 
of our yearly Advent Study entitled Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by 
Adam Hamilton.  Our church purchased the Virtual Advent Kit for this study.  With the Virtual 
Advent Kit, came a trial subscription to Amplify Media, which is Cokesbury's platform for giving 
access to a multitude of educational study videos for children, youth and adults.   
 
Please check it out to see what you think about this as a resource for our church.  This has the 
potential to give our families access to Sunday School curriculum, as well as access to adults for 
study, exploration, and participation. 
 
Here is how you access Amplify Media: 

• Go to my.amplifymedia.com 
• Find the person icon on the far right and click on it. 
• It will give you a drop-down menu.  Click on "Enter Access Code" 
• Once you get to that page, input our Congregation Access Code which is YMDBXS and 

click on "Verify." 
• From there, you will input your information and set up your account. 

Once you have an account, please explore and send feedback to the Education Team via the 
church office at coldwaterum@gmail.com.  Specifically, the Education Team would like to know 
if you or your family would use this resource and how you would envision yourself using it.  Also, 
share any possibilities you think the Education Team could consider as they discern whether or 
not to make this resource available within our congregation.  Our free-access is good until 
January 29, 2021, so please take time to explore this exciting opportunity. 
 
There is also an Amplify Media app.  Please check that out too if you have a Smartphone. 
 
For more information, please contact Michele at coldwaterum@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://my.amplifymedia.com/
mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
mailto:coldwaterum@gmail.com
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Announcements 

From Rev. Julie ~ Thank You!! 
 
Dear Members and Friends of the Coldwater UMC, 
 
Thank you for the VERY generous love gift you have all collectively gave me for Christmas this 
year.  It warms my heart that in the middle of one of the most difficult years in the world, to 
receive us a token of appreciation and encouragement in such a miraculous way.  I plan to 
purchase a new clergy robe soon with a portion of this gift.  The remaining amount will be spent 
on those things that bring me joy and renewal each Friday (the day I take for sabbath).   
 
Thank you, also for your prayers, words, cards, and messages of encouragement throughout the 
pandemic.  God has worked through you to remind me that I am blessed to be able to get up 
each morning and serve as the Pastor God has called me to be.  I look forward to continuing to 
work together, learn together, celebrate together, and live out our mutual call together - being 
a community in Christ serving all God’s children as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
 
May God continue to bless you with the presence of the Holy Spirit and all those things 
necessary to live an abundant life in Christ. 
 
Grace, Peace & Love, 
 
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 

 
There have been moments in my life in which I prayed and prayed for something and, to my 
chagrin, I was not accommodated.  I used to think that prayer doesn’t work ‘cause I’m not 
getting what I want.  As I have grown in my faith I have realized, what many of you already 
know, that God does not provide every little prayer that we send up to him.  I have found that 
quite often, or more accurately, every time, He had a much better plan.  Yup that ole verse is 
true…He knows the plans and yes, His plans are better.  
 
I recall giving up a job that I had a difficult time leaving.  I searched for other jobs and I prayed 
that I would get ‘this one or that one’.  In turn I was frustrated when I was not selected.  One 
day I was flipping through the Shopper’s Guide and found an ad for a position that I half-
heartedly skimmed over.  Then a few days later that ad kept whirling around in my mind and I 
felt this urge, or more so probably a nudge to get my resume together.  I could not remember 
the complete details of the ad, however.  I dug the Shopper’s Guide out of the trash and could 
not find the ad!  Was it in the previous week’s paper?  The nudge was stronger, and I racked my 
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brain for the details.  I raced to drop off the resume just to find that they were closed.  I waited 
the weekend, almost changing by mind but then came back on Monday.  I was greeted by a 
warm smile and it was then, I knew.  This is where God wanted me.  His plans not mine.  For 
how long, I did not know but I was hired and more importantly, welcomed!   
 
Fast forward to the year of 2020…it has been a struggle for the entire world.  So many have 
been tested in ways that we have never been tested before.  I have been blessed to be employed 
by those who have graced me with the ability to work from the office and at home so that I 
have been able to be there for my son during this transition.  I have prayed and prayed this 
year, not for myself or my situation but for those in this world who are being tested, those that 
have become isolated, and especially those who are being pulled away from their faith.  Those 
who have lost so much.   
 
I know that, though sometimes the darkness creeps in, that God is always there to guide us 
through.  He is the light in the dark.  But we must be patient and trust in Him, not our earthly 
desires or demands. He has a plan for us even when we cannot see it.  
 
I am blessed to have spent time with my family, I am blessed to have strengthened my faith, 
and I am blessed to work in a church that excels at giving and being supportive.  Thank you so 
very much for your wonderful monetary gift, not only this Christmas, but your love and support 
all year long.  Thank you for being a part of God’s plan and joining me on this journey and may 
God be your light when you must walk in the dark. 
 
With a grateful heart, Michele Broughman 
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This Week at CUMC 

Sunday, December 27-Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
10:00 am Virtual Service  
       
Monday, December 28—Office is closed 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
12:30 pm Prayer Group via Zoom 
6:00 pm Faith & Food 
 
Tuesday, December 29—Office is closed 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
 
Wednesday, December 30—Bulletin Deadline 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
 
Thursday, December 31—Offices are closed 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
 
Friday, January 1—Offices are closed 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
 
Saturday, January 2 
6:45 am Online devotions on CUMC 

Facebook Page 
 
Sunday, January 3— 

10:00 am Virtual Service 
   
 
 
 

Flowers 

Flowers may be purchased for $25 
 ~ Sign up by contacting the office 

Worship Assistants 

Liturgist:   
 Dec 27 Karen Eyster 
 

Attendance 

10:00 am Virtual 
 
 

Regular Offerings to 

Operating Budget 

Last Week:  $5,199.00 
($4,800.00 Needed for weekly for our 
Operating Budget) 
 
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house.  And thereby 
put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open the windows of heaven for you 
and pour down for you a blessing until there is 
no more need.  (Malachi 3:10) 
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Prayer List  

 
*Family of Merri Taylor 
*Family of Mike Fillmore 
*Family of Ron Frambes 
*Our nation, our world 
*Those with COVID-19 and their families 
*Those working on the front lines  
*Teachers, students, parents, and school 
staff 

      
 


