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Did you know… 

You can view our church calendar online? 

Go to https://www.coldwaterum.org/calendar 

Focus Scripture – July 

 July 1:       1 Samuel 15:34 – 16:13 

 July 8:  1 Corinthians 12 

 July 15:  1 Samuel 17:32-49 

 July 22: Matthew 4:18-25 

 July 29:    2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

 

Mary & Martha Diner 

 
July 5th 
Spaghetti 

John & Joan Rohloff 
 

July 12th 
Goulash 

Bill & Jan Robinson 
 

July 19th 
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham 

Rich & Jan Johnson 
 

July 26th 
Chicken and dressing 

Jan Thornton & Bernadette Glau 

What’s inside 

Page 1 Welcome       Page 7  Don’t miss out on these events 
Page 2 Pastor Pondering by Rev. Julie Elmore  Page 8  …continued 
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Page 5 Keeping Healthy     Page 11  Calendar 
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Sundays 

9:00 a.m.   Classic Service 
10:00 a.m.  Adult Sunday School 

 

Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
26 Marshall Street 

Coldwater, MI 49036 
Phone (517) 279-8402 

coldwaterum@cbpu.com 

www.coldwaterum.org 

https://www.coldwaterum.org/calendar
mailto:coldwaterum@cbpu.com
http://www.coldwaterum.org/
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Recently, I attended Teddy Bear Camp at Judson Collins United Methodist Camp in 
Onsted (Lenawee County).  Going to camp refreshes me and often gives me renewed 
perspective on faith and life.  I love going to camp – especially church camp!  Several years 
ago, I went with my family and other pastors to a clergy camp at Lake Michigan Camp and 
Retreat Center in Pentwater. We took time to dig into scripture, pray, and listen for how a 
particular scripture passage is touching our lives.  I came away from this retreat feeling 
refreshed, yet challenged to find ways to pause for reflection each day. 

 It is all too easy to get caught up in our life rhythms and neglect to set aside 
intentional time for prayer and reflection.  Being intentional about setting aside time is 
important and sometimes takes a bit of organizing just to make this time and space 
possible.  Some days my quiet time with God comes when I am folding laundry early in the 
morning, watering flowers or tidying up different sections of our home.  
 

When we think that we can handle everything on our own and do not feel we have 
time to reflect, we must be reminded that Jesus took time away from his rhythms.  Even 
Jesus, who is God in the flesh, needed to take time apart to pray and reflect.  He needed a 
break from his work of teaching, preaching, healing, performing other miracles, and saving 
the world.  He needed that time with God the creator to prepare himself for the next step in 
his ministry.  In Matthew 14:23 and Luke 6:12, we read that Jesus went up a mountain to 
pray.  In Luke 22:41-44, Jesus prayed at the Mount of Olives right before he was arrested.  
If Jesus needed time for prayer, so do we. 

One of my favorite ways to reflect and pray is through a spiritual discipline called 
Lectio Divina.  This practice can take 15-30 minutes or even longer, depending on the 
length of the passage and how much time you set aside to read and reflect.  Over the course 
of the time, you or another person read the passage four times.  First you read/hear it with 
no agenda, just read/listen.  The second time, you search for the word or phrase that leaps 
out at you.  The third time, you reflect deeper on that word or phrase and pray that God 
would speak to you through this passage.  Some even journal during this part.  The fourth 
time, you read or listen to this passage with fresh ears.  If you are participating in Lectio 
Divina for the first time, I would recommend reading/listening to a 3-4 verse passage of 
scripture. 

If you would like to learn more or try Lectio Divina, Diane Godfrey will be offering in 
the Fall a small group opportunity specifically for Lectio Divina.  Stay tuned for further 
details.  May God bless you in your time of reflection and prayer. 

 

  
Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore
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A special Thank You… 

Dr. Bill and Terry wish to thank you for your prayers, cards and 

inquiries.  Especially for the prayer shawl that kept Bill’s shoulders 

warm.  And, thank you to Deb Stechschulte for 

delivering the shawl.  It’s been a long haul but we 

see improvement.  Thank you.   

Dr. Bill & Terry Stewart 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you to all who attended or sent 

cards for our 50th Anniversary.  It made 

our “special day” a very happy one. 

Thank you and God Bless,  

Shirley and Gene Easterday 

 

Card Shower  

Many of us remember Pastor Cindy Skutar, as she touched and served 

our congregation.  We learned from her husband, Jerry, she will 

celebrate her 30th year in ministry on July 1st.  

 
If you would like to send her a card or note, please send to her 

address above.  A shower of cards would be a wonderful surprise for 

Cindy. 

 

 

Prayer List 

Corey Adams 

Linda Avery 

Steve Batterson 

Suzanne Beeler 

Kenneth Briggs 

Mike Fillmore 

Leafa Fuller 

Marcia Garr 

John & Rita Groll 

Mic Hodson 

Rick Hughes 

Micheala Johnson 

Randy Kibiloski 

Nancy Kirchhofer 

Greg Lynn 

Raschelle McKinley 

Christopher Mundy 

Betty Myers 

Vera Renshaw 

Grace Reynolds 

Jane Roush 

Kim Satterelli 

Claire Sheppard 

Jim Siler 

Helen Sturtz 

Don Treacher 

Phil & Deanna Weiler 

Oliver Winter 

Carolyn Youssef 

Military Troops 

Immigrant Children  
& Families 

 

Sympathy to the family of 
Phyllis Pifer 

 

Cindy Skutar 

912 E Scott Street 

Grand Ledge, MI 48837 
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THANK YOU… for helping make our annual Relay for 

Life event a success.  Our team raised $2800+ this year 

making us a Bronze Team!  The total for Branch County is 

$47,000+.  We appreciate all your help – donating, 

walking, buying candy bars, eating pancakes, and 

supporting our team.  This was the final Relay for Life 

event as we have known it in the past but the event 

leadership team is already working on how to make next 

year’s event bigger and better.  We will keep you informed. 

Larisa Vorce, Marianne Hodson, Faith Ludwick- Team 

Captains 

June 27, 2018 

Dear Members of the Endowment Committee 
and Coldwater UMC, 

 

Thank you for awarding each of us a scholarship to attend Teddy Bear Camp at Judson Collins Center, 

a United Methodist Camp in Onsted.  We learned through Bible Study that we belong to God and that 

God is so much bigger than we can imagine.  We also made new friends, sang crazy camp songs, and 

got to sit around the campfire enjoying God’s wonderful creation.  On the last day, we got to go to the 

camp farm and pet the goats and donkeys.  The best part was collecting two eggs from the hen house!  

God is good! 

We are already looking forward to next year. 

 

Love, 

Oliver and Oliver’s Mom (Rev. Julie) 

 

 
Backpack Buddies 

Thank you to everyone who  

donated toothbrushes to  

Backpack Buddies.  There were  

75 toothbrushes donated.   

I will be collecting items again  

in August. Have a great summer! 

- Jan Johnson 

Bread Bakers Needed 

We need bread bakers to make  

loaves of bread for our visitors.  

It is easy & fun! 

We can tell you about our  

5-minute method!  

Bread needs to be available for our 

guests that attend first service.   

Deb Stechschulte or Bev Zeluff  

will be happy to pick up the bread, 

if needed. 

Deb Stechschulte - (614) 519-3177 

Bev Zeluff  - 278-8345 
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Nurse’s Notes 

 

 

 

Recently, I attended the Michigan Annual Conference of the UMC.  I returned home with a bag full of 

brochures and books that are all connected to the UMC mission to our faith and society. I’m sharing 

one of the brochures with you that read, “Health Care in the United States,” that is put out by the 

General Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church.                                                          

 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT HEALTH CARE?                                                  

“God created humankind in his image; in the image of God he created them.”  (Genesis 1:27)                                                                                                                                                                       

“Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you…and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for its welfare 

you will have your welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7)  “Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding 

yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep?  You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the 

wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened the weak, 

you have not healed the sick, you have not bound the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, 

you have not sought the lost. But with force and harshness you have ruled them.” (Ezekiel 34:2-4)                                         

The Lord who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry; sets prisoners free; the 

Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 

righteous. (Psalm 146:7-8)  I came that you might have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10)                      

 

WHAT DOES THE UNITED METHODIST DENOMINATION SAY?  

All the below statements are found in “The Book of Discipline”, under Social Principles 162.V.  Health 

care is a basic human right.   Health is a condition of physical, mental, social, and spiritual well-being. 

Stewardship of health is the responsibility of each person to whom health has been 

entrusted…creating the personal, environmental, and social conditions in which health can thrive is a 

joint responsibility-public and private.  We encourage individuals to pursue a healthy lifestyle and 

affirm the importance of preventive health care, health education, environmental and occupational 

safety, good nutrition, and secure housing in achieving health.  We encourage hospitals, physicians, 

and medical clinics to provide access to primary health care to all people regardless of their healthcare 

coverage or ability to pay for treatment.                                                                                                                       

 

Source: www.umc.gbcs.org                Blood pressure check July 15th. 

Keep healthy!                                                                  

 

Lana Hunter, R.N. 

http://www.umc.gbcs.org/
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Basic Life Support Training Has Been Rescheduled to a New Date and Time 

The CUMC is offering a BLS-AED-CPR training session on Monday, July 20th at 

6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. The fee is $17 if you need an American Heart 

Association card.  If an AHA card is not needed, a signed certificate by the 

presenter can be obtained. Please sign up on the sheet near the office. If you 

have any questions, please contact Lana Hunter at 238-5998 or (956) 299-6466.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blood Pressure Checks will be 
offered FREE between 
services on: 

 July 15 

 August 19 

 September 16 

 October 21 

 November 18 

 December 16 
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Vacation Bible School  
July 15 – 19

th
  5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Exciting changes coming to VBS! Classes will  

be held in the evenings so that adults can participate, too. We also hope this will  

alleviate transportation issues for those that work during the day. Sign up 

online now! 

https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/UMCColdwater/ 

(We still need volunteers for VBS. Please contact Amanda Malefyt  

if you are interested.) 

 

Coldwater United Methodist Church Spaghetti Dinner 

-Fundraiser to go for projects of the United Methodist Men 

Tuesday July 24th 

From:  5:00 to 6:30  

At:  Coldwater United Methodist’s Fellowship Hall 

Cost:                                              

Adults – $8.00                  

Kids 12 to 6 – $4.00 

5 and under free 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know…You can view our church calendar online? 
Go to https://www.coldwaterum.org/calendar 

 

 

https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/UMCColdwater/
mailto:apmalefyt@gmail.com
https://www.coldwaterum.org/calendar
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Calling all United Methodist baseball fans 

The following events are being offered to all United Methodist Church members. Individuals are 
responsible for getting their own tickets. Gather your friends and enjoy this FUN opportunity.  
 
6th Annual Michigan UMC  

Tiger Baseball Night  

Friday, July 27th (Tigers vs. Indians) 

“Early Bird” price of $25 per ticket ended on June 15th. Tickets are now $28—still a great price for 

lower deck seats!  These tickets are in the lower deck of “Kaline’s Corner.” Tickets in the UMC primary 

block are limited and will be available on a  

first-come, first-served basis. Once gone, additional tickets will be in the surrounding outfield.  Please 

see the online flyer and form if you are interested. UMC Tiger Flyer or at www.news.michiganumc.org 

 

 

Greater Southwest District  

Battle Creek Bombers 

Friday, July 13th  

Grandstand tickets $8 – Tailgate $15 

Kids 12 & younger are FREE 

Download Flyer 

Register by June 18th at  

http://www.forms.michiganumc.org/baseball 

 

Greater Southwest District  

Kalamazoo Growlers 

Sunday, August 12th  

Grandstand tickets $9 – Tailgate $17 

Kids 12 & younger are under FREE 

Download Flyer 

Register by June 8th at  

http://www.forms.michiganumc.org/baseball 

 

Please note… 

All Bulletin information needs to be submitted weekly to the Administrative Assistant by 

Wednesday’s at 9:00 a.m. 

All Newsletter information needs to be submitted 9 days prior to the last day of the month.   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XJBB3Pbnh3QZqzY8fltjNZRKyyMIlEVb/view?usp=sharing
http://www.news.michiganumc.org/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=194hfE2g-dLo9i3CmR6Suw1XpSyL39-oq
http://www.forms.michiganumc.org/baseball
https://drive.google.com/open?id=194hfE2g-dLo9i3CmR6Suw1XpSyL39-oq
http://www.forms.michiganumc.org/baseball
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Mission Committee – Potato Bar & Auction 

The Mission Committee will hold their Annual Potato Bar & Auction 

on Sunday, October 7th immediately after the second service, and they 

are looking for items to auction. They will also have a Silent Auction 

along with a Bake Sale. Please see Linda Luce or anyone on the 

Mission Team if you have any items you would like to donate.  

 

 

 

Conversations on Human Sexuality 

“How very good and pleasant it is when 

kindred live together in unity!” - Psalm 133:1 

For over the last several decades, the United 

Methodist Denomination has been struggling 

with the issue of human sexuality.  As some of 

you may be well aware, tensions continue to 

rise over inclusivity within our Denomination.  Over the last several months, the Council of Bishops 

of the United Methodist Church have met, as requested by General Conference, to lead the UMC in a 

way forward as a denomination.  The plan the Bishops are recommending is called the “One Church 

Plan,” which encourages our denomination to remain as the United Methodist Church.  Decisions 

about officiating same-sex unions and ordaining LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Queer) clergy will be made at conference and local church levels.  A decision on this issue will take 

place February 23-26, 2019 at a special called session of General Conference.  For the most up-to-

date information, go to www.umc.org. 

In preparation for the decisions to come, all are encouraged to prayerfully consider participating in 

opportunities for conversation and study being offered this summer at Coldwater UMC.  No matter 

where you stand on the issue of inclusion, all are welcome to the conversation and study.   In the 

weeks to follow, study and conversation opportunities will be offered as follows: 

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 pm on July 11 & 25, and August 1 

Thursday Mornings at 10:00 am on July 5, 19 & 26. 

For more information, contact Rev. Julie (jyelmore@gmail.com)  

  

http://www.umc.org/
mailto:jyelmore@gmail.com
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Mission Trip to MMDC 

We would like to send another group of volunteers 
to the Midwest Mission Distribution Center on 
September 5-8.  Please see Sherry Dart if you would like 
more information. The fee and final payment is due in 
July.  The CUMC has been sending volunteers to MMDC 
since 2004! 

 

Dinner—Theatre Fellowship Opportunity 

 

 Deanna Kehoe is planning a trip to Blue Gate 
Dinner Theater in Shipshewana to see “Stolen.” 
(See description below)  

 The cost is $52.95 per person and includes the 
dinner buffet and theatre ticket. (Payable by 
August 5th) 

 Show time is at 4:00 p.m. Please let her know if 
you are interested in going on Wed., October 3rd.  
Members are welcome to carpool from the church.  

 We need at least 12 people to sign up 
 Contact: kehoedee@yahoo.com or 617-2874. 

 
“A small Pennsylvania community is shaken 
when the infant son of a prominent Amish family 
is kidnapped. As accusations fly and everyone 
comes under suspicion, a quirky, bumbling 
detective takes on the case. With no real leads 
and frustrations mounting, the case goes cold. 
Twenty years later...the town is thrown into 
turmoil again when Naomi decides to reopen the 
case and finally discover who kidnapped her little 
brother.  
Blue Gate Musicals uses their signature blend of 
the comedic and dramatic to bring their newest 
full-length musical to the stage. Stolen, a unique 
mystery full of intrigue and humor will captivate 
you from the opening curtain to the final bow.” 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries* 

 July 
     4    Linda VanBlarcum 

4 Pat & Lana Hunter* 

  7 Vera Renshaw 
  7 Debra Lindblom 
   9 Ralph & SueAnn Greenamyer* 
  9 Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore 
  9 Kathy Iseler-Luecke 
    10 Rick & Pat Furney* 
  12 Jan & Marcia Garr* 
  12 Bob & Kathy Miner* 
  12 Patricia Green 
  13 Sue Ann Greenamyer 
  15 Kaitlyn Skinner 
  16 Chris Allen 
  16 John Brian Parshall 
  17 Tyler Griggs 
  17 Doris Young 
  17 David & Lisa Kubel* 
  19 Ron & Irene Frambes 
  19 John & Grace Parshall* 
  21 Matthew Furney 
  21 Don Unger 
  23 Pat Hunter 
  24 Jennifer Ward 
  25 Kay Bercaw 
  25 Joan McKinnon Rohloff 
  27 Marcia Garr 
  27 Jim & Connie Wood* 
  28 Wilma Lange 
  29 Bob Baranouski 
  30 Kim Satow 
 
 
 
*****Please contact the 
Administrative Assistant with any 
additions, deletions, or changes that 
need to be made.  Thank you! 

mailto:kehoedee@yahoo.com
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Sunday, July 1st --Communion Sunday 
  9:00 a.m. .......Traditional Service 
  10:30 a.m. ......Casual Service 
  
Mon., July 2nd  
  11:00 a.m. ......Prayer Group 
 
Wed., July 4th   
   Church Closed-- Independence Day 
  
Thurs., July 5th  
   7:00 a.m. .......Rotary 
  10:00 a.m. ......Study & Conversation  
  4:00 p.m. .......M&M Diner 
 
Sun., July 8th  
  9:00 a.m. .......Traditional Service 
  10:30 a.m. ......Casual Service 
 
Mon., July 9th  
   11:00 a.m.  .....Prayer Group 
   3:00 p.m. ......Young Michigan Dances Mtg. 
   6:00 p.m. ......Faith & Food 
 
Tues., July 10th  
   4:00 p.m. ......Root beer floats 
                             Music Under the stars 
 
Wed., July 11th  
   9:00 a.m. .......Bel Canto Singer Music Practice 
   6:00 p.m. ......Praise Band 
   7:00 p.m. .......Study & Conversation 
 
Thurs., July 12th  
   7:00 a.m. .......Rotary 
   4:00 p.m. ......M&M Diner 
   6:30 p.m. .......Trustees Mtg. 
 
Fri., July 13th  
   1:00 p.m. .......VBS Set-up & Final Mtg. 
    
Sat., July 14th  
   8:00 a.m. .......UMM Breakfast   
 

Sun., July 15th Blood pressure checks 
 9:00 a.m. .......Traditional Service 
10:30 a.m. ......Casual Service 
 5:30 p.m. .......Vacation Bible School 

 
Mon., July 16th  
 11:00 a.m. ......Prayer Group 
 5:30 p.m. .......Vacation Bible School 

 

Tues., July 17th  
   10:00 a.m. .........Coldwater Garden Club 
   5:30 p.m. ...........Vacation Bible School 
 
Wed., July 18th  
   1:30 p.m. ............UMW Mtg. 
   5:30 p.m. ...........Vacation Bible School 
   6:00 p.m. ...........Praise Band 
 
Thurs., July 19th  
   7:00 a.m. ...........Rotary 
   10:00 a.m. .........Study & Conversation 
   4:00 p.m. ...........M&M Diner 
   5:30 p.m. ...........Tibbits Theatre Dinner 
   5:30 p.m. ...........Vacation Bible School 
 
Sun., July 22nd   

9:00 a.m. .........Traditional Service 
    10:30 a.m. .........Casual Service 
 
Mon., July 23rd   
   Newsletter deadline 
   11:00 a.m. ..........Prayer Group 
   6:00 p.m. ...........Faith & Food  
   Kitchen usage for Tuesday’s dinner 
   
Tues., July 24th  
   Music Under the Stars-Spaghetti Dinner 
 
Wed., July 25th  
   9:00 a.m. ...........Care & Outreach 
   5:30 p.m. ...........Endowment Mtg. 
   6:00 p.m. ...........Praise Band 
   6:30 p.m. ...........Education Team Mtg. 
   7:00 p.m. ...........Study & Conversation 
 
Thur., July 26th  
   7:00 a.m.  ..........Rotary 
   10:00 a.m. .........Study & Conversation 
   4:00 p.m. ...........M&M Diner 
 
Fri., July 27th  
   Killian Baby Shower Setup 
    
Sat., July 28th 
   12:00 p.m.  ........Killian Baby Shower 
 
Sun., July 29th 
   10:00 a.m. .........ONE service—Picnic at the park 
 
Mon., July 30th  
   11:00 a.m. ..........Prayer Group 
    6:00 p.m. ..........CPR 
 
Tues., July 31st  
  Family Promise Hog Roast 
 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/r/month/2018/7/1?pli=1
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/r/month/2018/7/1?pli=1


 

 

 
 
Message from your Finance Team 
 
Several members of the Coldwater United Methodist Church have requested an update of our 
current financial situation.  Our operating budget consists of the cost of running the church and 
programs each year.  It does not include the cost of capital improvements (which are paid for 
from designated/trust funds) or outreach ministries (which are funded by specified donations).  
Our operating budget for 2018, which was approved by Ad Council in January, is $245,000 (avg. 
$4,712 per week).  

 
Summary of our 2018 operating budget by category:                                  Budget $          Budget % 
Operating expense (maintenance, utilities, bldg. & liab. ins.)                     $ 85,777               35%               
Pastor - salary & benefits (incl. health insurance & pension)                         78,870               32%            
Pastor – reimburse travel, conference, professional exp.                                 4,400                 2% 
Church Staff wages & payroll taxes                                                                     35,300               14% 
Program expense (worship, education, music, fellowship)                            10,000                 4% 
Ministry shares owed to the W Michigan Conference                                    30,653               13% 
Total operating budget for 2018                                                                     $245,000             100% 
 
As of the end of June, our operating income (from offerings, building usage & misc.,) was 
$102,639—this compares to the YTD budget for 6 months of $122,500 (6/12 X 245,000), which 
equates to a YTD deficit of $19,861.   
 
This is an exciting time for our church.  We have seen an increase in attendance at Sunday 
worship, Vacation Bible School will be held this month, there are study groups and classes for 
various groups and ages, meals are provided weekly/monthly for Mary & Martha, Rotary, etc.  
These are just a few of the many things happening every week—it is a busy place! 
 
Your continued generosity and faithful support is appreciated as we continue to be the hands 
and feet of Christ through the many programs and community outreach. 
 
Ruth Proctor, Finance Chair   

CUMC Leadership Update 

Congratulations to Beth Karney and David Elmore who recently became Co-Chairs of the 

Education Committee!!  Beth and David are taking the reigns after Beth Griggs served as Chair 

most many years.  Congratulations as well to Rich Johnson who will be completing the rest of 

Marla Stroud’s term on the Nominations & Lay Leadership Committee!!  The Nominations & Lay 

Leadership Team brought these names forward to Administrative Council for their approval on 

June 19, 2018 and were affirmed through a vote.  Thank you to each of the above mentioned 

people for answering the call at this time in your life and in the life of our congregation to serve 

on these committees.  Exciting things are on the horizon!!  God is always up to something! 


